
Essay 5: Changing Our Agendas 

 

Every text you read, hear, see or experience has an agenda. Every instructor on this campus has an agenda. You are 

confronted with the agenda of other people all the time; every day you are determining whose agenda you agree with 

and you are adopting the agendas of others into your own agenda. This isn’t a bad thing; many people in our lives 

share useful information with us that we should incorporate into our own agendas.  
 

Think about these two questions: What were some parts of your agenda when we started class this semester? What, 

if anything, has changed in that agenda since you have been in this class? Think of when Taylor Mali compared the 

brain to a parachute – it doesn’t matter what you stuff into it; what matters is that it opens when it is supposed to. 

 

This semester you have been exposed to a variety of different agendas through works we have read or watched in 

class, and, of course, through my own teaching style. Your assignment is to select 3 to 4 works and/or aspects of this 

class which may have changed your agenda. Maybe it’s something Randy Pausch said in The Last Lecture or 

something you found in your research on Shakespeare; it could be a verse from “The Story of Jesus” or an idea you 

picked up from Dr. Horrible or A Christmas Carol. Anything you have seen, heard, or read in class may be used. In 

addition, you may choose to comment on how class was conducted – the use of journals and videos, the content 

chosen, the style of class discussion, any of the requirements on the syllabus. 
 

Also, you may choose to write a paper about 3 to 4 aspects/works you would not adopt into your agenda. If you 

choose this option, I will expect a good argument for each of these, avoiding the logical fallacies and bad arguments 

we covered for Essay 2. Please do one or the other – DO NOT write an essay including a mix of the two options. 

 

Essay Requirements 

 

Since this is your final essay in the class and my last opportunity to see how you have grown as a writer, I expect 

you to put your very best effort into the final product of this essay (you will have a peer review session and a chance 

to revise your work before you receive your final grade). In addition to my standard expectations of you, I will also 

be looking for the following (each of which, if missing, will cost you 1 point each automatically): 

 At least 3 full double-spaced pages 

 Proper MLA formatting of pages (proper header, 1” margins, .5” indentations, etc.) 

 A clear thesis statement 

 Clear topic sentences with transitions 

 A conclusion that addresses the audience, a “love note” to the reader 

 A Works Cited page that includes at least three sources 

 Minimal spelling and grammatical mistakes 

 No use of the first (I, mine, me, ours, we) or second (you) person voice. All third person voice. 

 A Title that is somehow connected to the main idea of your essay 

 At least TWO in-text quotes 

 

Peer Review Workshops 

 

You will print up and bring to class FOUR copies of your essay on Monday, November 30th. We will spend about 

ten to fifteen minutes per class that week reviewing someone else’s paper – so you’ll have a fresh copy of your 

paper to give to someone new each day of class, plus a copy to hand in to me. 

 

One third of your grade on this essay is based on your work reviewing your classmates’ essays. I expect thorough 

and helpful feedback. Tell your classmate what is and is not working and offer suggestions of what might make their 

essay “better” to you as a reader. You are giving your advice as their audience.  

 

At the end of each class, you will collect your reviewed essay. When you turn in your final draft, you will include 
your three reviewed copies attached with a paper clip or binding clip. Please have your final draft on top. 

 

Good luck! 


