
Essay 4: Concept of an Argument 

 

Write a 3-4 page Concept Essay, explaining the concept of writing a good Argumentative Essay. You will need to 

write a convincing argument about a controversial subject; you must take a clear position on your subject. In 

addition, you must also explain what you are doing and how you are constructing your essay. 

 

What is a Concept Essay? 

 

Boiled down, this type of essay is an explanation. You would normally pick something you are interested in (say, 

“soccer” or “justice”) and explain the concept of that subject. You might also pick something that has a certain 

methodology behind it (say, “how to host a great party”) and explain the steps; the methodology of a subject is how 

you will approach this essay. Keep in mind you need to do more than explain the steps. 

 

A Good Cookbook and a Bad Cookbook 

 

Think of the methodology presented in a cookbook. In a bad cookbook, you might get a list of ingredients, a 

cooking temperature and time, and very rudimentary directions, which sound a little like this: 

 
“Combine flour, sugar, baking powder, salt, and butter. Add egg mixture. Mix until mixed. Bake for 20 minutes. Let 

rest.” 

 

This writer does not give a crap if his reader’s cake comes out. He took his money and ran. It was probably not even 

his recipe. He’s a jerk. Writers who treat their readers this way are also jerks.  

 

Note: Do not be a jerk. 

 

Now, a good cookbook might sound a little more like this: 

 

“The dry ingredients – flour, sugar, baking powder and salt – should be combined in a separate container so that 
everything is well-blended before the “wet” ingredients are added. Next, the butter (which should be at room 

temperature) is folded in. Remember not to use a mixer since folding will create a lighter batter. Slowly, add in the 

egg mixture a little at a time – depending on the desired consistency, the entire mixture may not be needed…” 

 

Get the picture? Notice how the good cookbook does not use the second person or command “you” for the reader. 

This is implied; stating “you” is like pointing in someone’s face – it’s rude (unless you are giving instructions… You 

are not giving instructions; you are presenting a methodology). The good cookbook explains why each step is 

performed; it’s not just “combine” but it is “combine this way because of this reason” (i.e. folding in the butter 

makes the batter lighter).  

 

Your Method and Your Argument 

 
We have gone over the method of writing a good argumentative essay several times in class (including the refresher 

today). Every step must appear in your essay. In other words, you tell me what a thesis is (method) and then you 

write a thesis (argument). If it were a cake, it might sound like this: 

 

“Every argumentative essay needs a solid thesis where the writer chooses a side of an argument and introduces the 

overall structure of his paper. In regards to baking a good cake, a thesis might be: There is no way to guarantee a 

perfect cake every time, but there are steps a baker can take to increase the chances of producing a good cake almost 

every time he bakes.” 

 

If you have paid attention to the class lectures and the reading assignments, the concept of your paper has already 

been given to you. All you have to do is come up with an argument and apply the concept. You also have to wrap up 
with a conclusion that engages the reader. Think of the reader getting to the end of your paper and asking himself, 

“What does this have to do with me?” Answer him. 

 


