
Today’s Agenda 

1. Warm Up (5 min) 

2. WA 2 Intro (5 min) – 

Building on Others’ Ideas 

1. Fact vs. Opinion 

2. Developing an Idea 

3. Reliable Sources (15 min) 

1. Finding the Source 

2. Giving Credit (MLA) 

4. Review (5 min) 

1. What we did 

2. What we are going to do 

next class 



FACT: 
Some of Hollywood’s Biggest Recent Hits and Ideas 

Come from Toys, Young Adult Novels, and Comics 



OPINION: 
Positive – All stories are worth telling.  

Negative – One more proof of the fall of humanity. 

 



Task One: 
After watching the trailer 

write one fact and two 

opinions about the trend of 

popular movies being made 

based on comic book 

characters and stories. 

 



DEVELOPING AN IDEA: 
We have good resources at our fingertips to help us to 

begin to piece together an idea for a paper. 

But these can only act as a jumping-off point. 
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SUPPORT: 
It’s easy to find sources that agree with our point of view. 

It’s harder to find reliable sources that do so. 



ATTRIBUTION: 
We want to give credit to the people who are supporting 

our argument. It shows agreement and respect. 



MLA Formatting 
We will continue to work on this. No need to memorize. 

Think of it as a recipe you need to follow. 

If you can make a boxed cake, you can MLA. 



Publication 
Page (If available) 
Issue Number  
Version Number 

Title of Article 
Author(s) 
Text/Quotes 



This is just practice! 
By the time we are finished with WA2, you will have a 

real grasp of MLA format, quoting, and citation. 

Today is just your intro! We have WEEKS to go! 



From where is this troubling trend coming? Some 
speculate that this is a subconscious reaction to 9/11 
and the following war on terror. These superheroes 
in the films viewers pay so much to watch provide 
both a distraction from internal fears and hope for a 
better world. 
 
Kaitlynne Birkett 
Clarion, May 05, 2014 
“Superhero films depict troubling trend” (n.pag.) 

Building on Others’ Ideas 
Take a moment to read this quote and think about how 

you would build on (or away from) this idea. 



Task Two 
Write a sentence which would 

introduce the Clarion quote in 

an essay. The sentence should 

demonstrate whether you 

agree, disagree, or want to 

otherwise engage the quote. 



Quoting in MLA 
After a good intro sentence, a quote can be 

introduced, but it must be set up properly. 

 

Author named in quote 
Birkett argues that this “demonstrates a troubling 

trend…” (“Superhero films”). 

 

Author not named in quote 
Put another way, this trend “demonstrates…” 

(Birkett). 

 

If this source had pages 
Put another way, this trend “demonstrates…” 

(Birkett 4). 



NEXT CLASS: 
We will consider the wider implications of this topic in 

ongoing academic conversations. And more MLA! 

 


