
Essay 3: Persuasion 
1st Draft Due on Thursday, November 12th, 2009 

2nd Draft Due on Tuesday, November 17th, 2009 (Bring THREE Copies to Class) 

Final Draft Due on Thursday, November 19th, 2009 

 

What is a Persuasive Essay? 

 

You feel one way about a subject (i.e. gay marriage, abortion, the weather) and you want to make others agree with 

you. It may also have to do with likes and dislikes – you have a favorite eatery or musical group, and you want 
others to agree with you. You want to appeal to pathos, logos, and/or ethos, and you want to provide evidence as to 

why a person (your reader) should agree with your point of view.  

 

For this essay, you will research one of these topics on CNN.com. You will then find at least one magazine article 

and one book that address this issue. Remember that you must include all of your sources in the Works Cited page at 

the end of your essay. Hint: find the “definition” needed for each topic by fulfilling your book source requirement. 

 

Your topic choices are: 

 

1. President Barack Obama and President George W. Bush are perhaps the most dissimilar presidents we have 

had in the United States in decades; there is a lot of debate about who makes a better president. You will 

need to first define what makes a good president, and then persuade your audience how one or the other is 
better or worse at fulfilling their role. 

 

2.  Some pundits argue that the United States has suffered (or is still suffering) “an economic downturn” while 

others argue that we are in the midst of a full-blown “recession.” You will need to first define what a 

recession is, and then persuade your audience that the United State’s economy is either in a recession or it 

is not in a recession. 

 

3. Congress has just passed a new amendment to “hate crimes” legislation which now includes crimes against 

persons based solely or primarily on their physical or mental disability and crimes against persons based 

solely or primarily on their sexual orientation. Before this amendment, “hate crimes” protections have 

applied to crimes against persons based on their gender, race, ethnicity, and/or age. Some people argue that 
all crimes are hate crimes and that “hate crimes” legislations and protections only provide special rights to 

certain groups. You will first need to define what makes a crime a hate crime, and then persuade your 

audience whether or not special legislation is needed for certain groups of people. 

 

Essay Requirements 

 

1. Purpose: Persuade a reader to agree with your point of view by using good arguments and evidence 

2. Audience: It is crucial that you write as if you are writing to your opponent; you must use language that is 

at once convincing but not condemning – you want the reader to read through the entire essay 

3. Essay should have: 

a. A clear thesis which is free of “absolute words” and “to be” verbs 
b. Follow one of the logical patterns we will work on in class 

c. Evidence that supports your point of view and is relevant  

d. MLA citation of at least three sources 

e. A counterargument that addresses your opponents’ two best arguments 

f. No logical fallacies/bad arguments 

g. Grammatically correct sentences 

4. Length: 5-6 pages (about 1250-1500 words, including the Works Cited page) 

5. Essay should be in MLA format, including proper formatting for citation 

6. Font should be: 10-12pt., Ariel, Times New Roman, or Courier 

7. You must meet with JD or Professor Eisner, or go to the Writing Center for tutoring within one week of the 

due date. You may also send JD a draft of your essay for feedback (not “editing”) within that week; his 

email address is: jisip@fullerton.edu. You may not turn in the essay unless you have fulfilled this 
requirement. If you go to the Writing Center, be sure to attach your pink sheet. 
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