
English 101 – Spring 2010 (Section XXXXX) 

Instructor: J.D. Isip 

Location: TBD 

Meeting Times: TBD 

 

Email:   jisip@fullerton.edu 

Office:   LH - 533 

Office Hours:  TBD 

Phone:   657-278-7349 

 

Required Texts 
These textbooks are available at The Little Professor Bookstore at 725 N. Placentia Ave., Fullerton, at the corner 

of Nutwood and Placentia.  

1. Fontaine, Sheryl I., and Cherryl Smith. Writing Your Way Through College: A Student’s Guide. 

Portsmouth: Heinemann, 2008.  

2. Shakespeare, William. The Tempest. 

3. LaBute, Neil. Fat Pig. 

4. Foer, Jonathan Safran. Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close. 

 

Required Materials 

1. 4 (four) – Blue/Green Books 

2. Blue or Black ink pens 
3. 8.5 x 11” college-ruled loose leaf paper 

4. Portable USB/ “jump” drive 

 

Online Texts: 

I have provided links to the majority of the texts we will read at: http://isiplessonplans.blogspot.com/ 

It is your responsibility to access these texts; if you do not have internet access at home, try the library. 

 

Beginning College Writing: Description and Objectives 

This course fulfills the G.E. Core Competency requirement for Written Communication. You must receive a grade 

of “C” or better in this course to receive credit (those receiving a lower grade will need to retake the class). In this 

class, our goals will be to: 
1. Improve upon whatever skills you already have as critical thinkers, analytic readers, and college-

level/professional writers 

2. Develop written expression through clear and effective structure, description, dialogue, and argument 

3. Learn how to read with engagement and analysis in mind 

 

Daily Warm-Up 

Each class period will begin with a ten to fifteen minute focused “warm up” writing assignment. Come to class 

prepared to write! The warm up prompt will either be on the white board or on a Power Point slide as you walk in; 

you are expected to get started as soon as class begins. 

 

Reading Response Essays 
We will have assigned readings every week (and during the holiday break) which you will be tested on by providing 
a thoughtful analysis of the reading assignment when you come back to class for the following meeting. These 

analysis papers will be at least 1 full, typed page in length and must be thoughtful. Please do not simply summarize; 

instead, write about what you thought of the text, what you think the author is doing, how the text makes you feel, 

etc. Take this opportunity to practice writing a clear thesis and smooth transitions. 

 

Critical Essays and Writing Assignments 
There are six essays required in this course (about one essay every other week). You will create a Works Cited 

(using MLA format) with one essay. You will also have one creative essay assignment to be discussed later in the 

semester. These essays count for 60% of your grade and are due on or before the due date.  

You may improve the grade of all essays by doing a revision of that essay after you have received my comments. I 

will not limit the amount of times you may revise, but each revision must show improvement to receive credit. The 
maximum improvement you can make on each essay is 10% (i.e. if you initially receive a 10% on any essay, you 

cannot earn a higher grade by revising). 
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You may turn in ONE assignment late with no penalty (“late” meaning by the next class meeting). Those who do not 

take advantage of this will receive double percentage on their best essay revision score (i.e. an 8% will be a 16%). 

 

Classroom Courtesy: 

1. Please arrive on time and ready to engage with your fellow students. If you are late, simply take your 

seat as quietly as possible.  
2. Please fill in every seat closest to the front of the class as you come into the room, which will allow the 

late-comers to be as unobtrusive as possible.  

3. Please turn your cell phones and other devices OFF (not to vibrate). Any electronic disruption to the 

class is an insult to me as your instructor and to your fellow students who pay a lot or money to attend this 

class. If a device goes off in class, you can expect an additional 3 to 4 page essay assignment on a work and 

author of my choosing which will be worked into your final grade.  Note: In general, you will not be 

allowed to use a laptop in class. However, if you have a particular reason why you feel you must use a 

laptop, you may meet with me privately to discuss a compromise. 

4. Please be open-minded, yet truthful, in your participation in class. I do not mind if you do not like a 

work I have assigned or if your point of view is different from the majority of the class - I simply ask that 

you share your insight with more intellect than emotion. Note: Emotion is okay; just don't ever let it dilute 

your intellectual argument.  

5. Please keep in mind that your grade and overall success in this class will be based on your cumulative 

effort. I will not, therefore, offer last minute opportunities for you to improve your grade beyond what has 

been spelled out in this syllabus. You may ask me about your grade at any point during the semester. 

 

Writing Center Visit 

You are required to schedule and attend ONE Writing Center visit this semester; failure to meet this requirement 

will bring your grade down by 10% (i.e. one essay grade). Your tuition pays for this service, so take advantage! 

 

Grading Matrix: 

Your final grade will be either A, B, C, D or F. I do not use the +/- system as I believe not using it actually gives you 

an advantage (i.e. if you have 89%, in a +/- system this would be a B+, however, without +/- it is an A). Your grade 
will be calculated using the following matrix: 

 

Attendance and Participation* – 10% 

Reading Response Essays – 20% 

Six Critical Essays/ Writing Assignments – 60% (3 Take Home, 2 In-Class, 1 Creative, all at 10% apiece) 

Daily Warm-Ups – 10% 

 

*This 10% is based on your showing up and participation in class discussions. If you do not participate or if you 

show up unprepared, you will not receive full credit. I am not interested in explanations; I simply ask that you 

engage in the majority of class discussions. Simply put – come prepared! 

 

Attendance: 
You may miss 4 class sessions with no effect on your final grade. Missed classes afterward will bring your grade 

down by FIVE percent (i.e. an 80% will go down to a 75%, etc.). It is equal to half an essay! If you can, be here. 
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Some Additional Reminders: 

Plagiarism, Sexual Harassment, and other ridiculous behavior will not be tolerated. I don’t expect to have to 

expound on this. Respect one another and your education and we will get along swimmingly. 

 

 

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged and inappropriate use of the ideas or wording of another writer. Because 

plagiarism corrupts values in which the university community is fundamentally committed – the pursuit of 

knowledge, intellectual honesty – plagiarism is considered a grave violation of academic integrity and the sanctions 

against it are correspondingly severe. Plagiarism can be characterized as "academic theft." 

 

Plagiarism is: 

- The submission of material authored by another person but represented as the student’s own work, whether 

that material is paraphrased or copied in verbatim or near-verbatim form. 

- The submission of material subjected to editorial revision by another person that results in substantive 

changes in content or major alteration of writing style and 

- Improper acknowledgment of sources in essays, papers, or presentations. 

For more information on Academic Integrity, please log on to:  

http://fdc.fullerton.edu/teaching/resources/Academic_Integrity/student_guide_to_avoiding_plagia.htm 

 

Special Needs 

Please let me know during the first week of class if you require special accommodations. CSUF requires students 

with disabilities to document their disabilities with Disabled Student Services, located in UH-101. You may also 

register with DSS online at: http://www.fullerton.edu/disabledservices 
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Lesson Plan in Detail 

 

 

Week 1 - Introduction and Basics 

T: scene from “Jarhead”; 

R: “If” – Diagnostic Writing Assignment 

Discussion: Welcome and refresher on “writing basics” 

Reading: WC – Chapter 1: Getting Ready to Write 

Reading: “The Art of Failure”; Words of Wisdom 

Write: 1 page, single-spaced response to the readings. 

 

Week 2 – Fear of Failure 

T: Yoda; “Failures” 

R: Interview with Walt Disney 

Discussion: How did our readings inform our understanding of 

failure? How can we fail? Is failure always bad? 

Reading: WC – Chapters 2 and Chapter 8 

Reading: “The Prodigal Son”; “Orpheus and Eurydice” 

Write: 1 page, single-spaced response to the readings. 

 

Week 3 – Life Lessons 

T: “I’ll Take You Back'” 

R: “When I Have Fears That I May Cease to Be” 

Discussion: Finding our own voice 

Handout: Essay One: Learning From Mistakes 

Reading: WC – Chapter 3: Code Switching 

Reading: “Old Faithful”; “Blue Like Jazz” 

Write: 1 page, single-spaced response to the readings. 

 

Week 4 – Code Switching  

T: from “American History X” 

R: “Tips from Chris Rock” 

Discussion: Situations when we change our voice 

Reading: WC – Chapter 4: Map of College Writing 

Reading: (all online) “To You”; “Sunflower Sutra”; “I Know You” 

Write: 3-4 page Draft of Essay #1 

 

Week 5 - Writing the Personal 

T: SCC “Cinderella” (Discuss “To You” and “I Know You”) 

R: “No More Drama” (Discuss “Sunflower Sutra”) 

Discussion: How can we write “honestly”? 

Reading: WC – Chapters 5: Your Own Experience 

Reading: Fat Pig 

Write: 2 page, single-spaced response to the readings. 

Write: Revisions of Essay #1 Due 

 

Week 6 – The Art of the Argument 

T: “Logical Fallacies” (Discuss Fat Pig) 

R: In-Class Essay #1: Code Switching and Fat Pig 

Handout: Essay Two: A Very Bad Proposal 

Discussion: Responses to the play  

Reading: WC – Chapter 6: Conventions of Writing 

Read: “Consider the Lobster”; “A Modest Proposal” 

Write: 1 page, single-spaced response to the readings. 

 

Week 7 – Getting Your Point Across 

T: Eddie Izzard and Religion (Discuss “A Modest Proposal”) 

R: “African American” (Discuss “Consider the Lobster”) 

Discussion: Making good and bad arguments 

Handout: Argument Chart 

Reading: WC – Chapter 9: Learning and Observing for Essay #2 

Watch: (online) “The Last Lecture” 

Write: 3-4 page Draft of Essay #2 

 

Week 8 – Knowing Your Audience 

T: Disney Movie Clips and Discussion 

R:  In-Class Essay #2: Audience and The Last Lecture 

Discussion: How do we write effectively to an audience 

Handout: Essay 3: An Analysis of Theme in The Tempest 

Reading: WC – None  

Reading: The Tempest  

Write: Revisions of Essay #2 Due 

 

Week 9 – Drama, Dialogue and Shakespeare 

T: Shakespeare Clips and Discussion 

R: Freytag’s Pyramid and Dialogue Exercise 

Discussion: How to write compelling dialogue and “scenes” 

Handout: MLA, APA and Chicago Formatting 

Reading: WC – Chapter 7: Interacting with Written Texts 

Reading: Wikipedia entries on selected Shakespeare plays  

Write: 3-4 page Draft of Essay #3 

 

Week 10 – More Drama, Dialogue and Scenery 

T: Dr. Horrible (Part I and II) 

R: Dr. Horrible (Part III) and In-Class Essay #3 on Dr. Horrible 

Reading: WC – None 

Reading: “A Small, Good Thing”; “A Good Man is Hard to Find” 

Write: Revisions of Essay #3 Due 
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Week 11 – Writing What Matters to You 

T: “Little Victories” (Discuss “A Small, Good Thing”) 

R: “Give Me Your Eyes” (Discuss “A Good Man…”) 

Handout: Essay Four: Reflection on Extremely Loud and 

Incredibly Close and September 11th  

Reading: WC – None 

Reading: Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

Write: 1 page, single-spaced response to the readings. 

 

Week 12 – Context  

T: “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” (Part I) and Reading Quiz #1 

R: “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” (Part II)  

and In-Class Essay #4: “Patriotism” 

Discussion: What is “okay” for us to write about?  

Reading: WC – None 

Reading: Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

Write: 1 page, single-spaced response to the readings. 

 

Week 13 – Part of the Conversation 

T: “The Declaration of Independence” and Reading Quiz #2 

R: “The Gettysburg Address”  

Discussion: Being aware of the world around us  

Handout: Malcolm X Letter; Declaration of Independence 

Reading: WC – Chapter 14 

Read: Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 14 – Reflecting on the Story 

T: “I Have a Dream”; “President Kennedy’s Inauguration Speech”  

R: “Got to Give Them Hope” and “Ain’t I a Woman?” 

Discussion: Parameters of Essay Four  

Reading: WC – Chapter 15 

Reading: Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

Write: 1 page, single-spaced response to the readings. 

Write: 4-6 page Draft of Essay #4 (Bring four copies) 

 

Week 15 – Peer Review Workshops 

T: “President Bush after Attacks”; “FDR Pearl Harbor Speech” 

R: “President Obama’s Inauguration Speech” 

Discussion: What did we learn from reviewing others’ work? 

Read: “The Story of Moses”; “The Great Lover” 

Write: Revisions of Essay #4 Due 

 

Week 16 – Some Final Thoughts 

T: “Deliver Us”; “The Plagues”; “When You Believe” 

(Discuss “The Story of Moses”) 

R: “O Me! O Life!” (Discuss “The Great Lover”) 

Discussion: last thoughts on class 

All final revisions due! 

 

Note: 

Readings which are not listed as required texts will be available 

as links at:  http://isiplessonplans.blogspot.com 

 

http://isiplessonplans.blogspot.com/

