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COURSE SYLLABUS: Spring 2011 

 
Instructor: J.D. Isip 
Office Location: HL 126        
Office Hours: MW 9:30 - 10:30 or by appointment                                          
Office Phone: TBA             
Office Fax: (903) 886.5980 
University Email Address: jisip@leo.tamu-commerce.edu 
Class Web Page: isiplessonplans.blogspot.com  
 
COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings: 

 Textbook NOT Required: Lindquist, Julie and David Seitz. Elements of Literacy. Longman, 

2009 

 Regular internet access (additional readings available online) 
 
Materials 

 Three-ring binder that will later serve as your Final Portfolio 

 Camera (disposable kind will work, but you need to be able to work with the photos in digital 
format; there are cameras available for check-out in the library) 

 Flash drive or other means (dropbox.com account, for example) of storing digital versions of 
the essays and other written material you generate (always, always keep a backup of 
everything you turn in!) 

 College-Rule Composition Book (will be your journal for course) 

 Valid, working email address that you check often (everyday) 
 
Course Description: 

What is your vision of a writer? What does literacy mean? What does it mean to be a writer or a 
reader? What does context, audience, code switching, class, culture, and ethnography have to 
do with reading and writing (both “in general” and in the academic setting of a university)? 

 
This semester, we will explore these questions and so many others. You will write about writing 
and yourself as a writer, and you will hone your skills in analysis, discourse, interpretation, and 
argument.  

 
Student Learning Outcomes:  
Students who are successful in ENG 1301 will leave the course have fully developed: 

 an ability to dig into a topic more deeply through exploratory writing and talking 

 strategies for translating these explorations into effective academic prose for a particular 
rhetorical context  

 an understanding of the importance of using multiple drafts to manage the complexities of 
writing 
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 an ability to shape essays and frame arguments in effective and convincing ways for 
particular audiences and particular purposes 

 an understanding of (and appreciation for) some of the many methods and purposes of 
revision 

 an effective writing process that is flexible enough to address different writing situations and 
individualized enough to draw on what we already know well 

 an ability to read critically (both your own texts and the texts of others) in ways most 
appropriate for rhetorical contexts like those most often required of college-level writers 

 a working understanding of MLA format and an awareness of the contextual importance of 
documentation styles in general.  

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Writing Assignments/Formal Essays: 
 

WA1: Literacy to Me: 3-4 page essay about your literacy experiences thus far, including your 

earliest memories of reading and writing and one or two significant events that help explain who 
you are as a writer today. Please note that you will not just talk about your “classroom” 
experiences, but you will also include other occurrences of literacy – at home, in your culture, 
with friends, at work, etc. 
 
WA2: Literacy in Practice: 5-6 page essay illustrating when/where/how we encounter literacy in 

our everyday lives. Essay must effectively incorporate images created and collected during the 
research phase of this project, including the “Clock Activity” and photographs of everyday 
experiences with literacy. This essay builds on WA1, so do not be intimidated or deterred by the 
page count. 
 
WA3: The Classroom and Code Switching: 4-5 page essay describing the ways in which writing 

may be experienced in school, by yourself and/or by those around you.  You are free to be 
critical of the process of code switching and of the existence and practices of so-called 
“gatekeepers” (of which you may or may not count me among), but you are also to acknowledge 
the existence of these entities and how your literacy practices may assist you in negotiating (if 
not avoiding) these obstacles… not only in school, but also in the “real world.” 
 
WA4: Arguments About Literacy: 3-4 page essay in which you reflect on your own attitudes 

about literacy as you've experienced them in order to draw conclusions about the role society's 
perspectives about literacy might have on your own experiences with literacy. We will work with 
argumentation and logical fallacies to create this paper, which will not be your “traditional” type 
of essay. This one should be fun. 

 
Final Portfolio:  

You will select three of the essays you’ve written for this class, revise them (deeply), create a 
Showcase Piece (see below), and write an introductory, reflective letter to your instructor that 
you’ll include in the front of the portfolio.  See more information about the portfolio below under 
“Grading.”  

 
Grading 

Your grade for this course will be determined by a number of factors. The first is, perhaps, the 
most obvious. You must write the above essays and submit them on time. Do a good job with 
these, make good use of the feedback provided (by your instructor, by your classmates during 
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peer review, by tutors in the writing center) and revise effectively, keep up with the readings and 
warm-up writings, involve yourself in all the in-class and online discussions, and otherwise take 
every minute of this seriously, and you should do well in this course.  

 
Here’s a breakdown of how your grade will be calculated:  
 
WA1-WA4 (40% of final course grade):  

How can you do well with this score? Have a strong draft ready on the day it is due for peer 
review. Take that feedback seriously and generate an effective revision, which is ready for your 
instructor to review on the day it is due. In each draft, make good use of the readings, in-class 
discussions, and other activities designed to inform the writing assignment (hint: all readings, in-
class discussions, and other activities we do in here are designed to help you generate your 
formal writing assignments). Meet the minimum page length requirement each time. Be sure to 
address the prompt completely, directly, and thoughtfully.            

 
Final Portfolio: (30% of final course grade):   
Your final portfolio must contain these three sections: 

1. Final, complete, polished versions of three essays you have written in this course.  Choose 
the essays that you think best represent your writing abilities.  

2. A Showcase Piece, which may be a video or a podcast of a good length and polish; a 
collection of songs, raps, poems, or comic/graphic illustrations; an essay, magazine/blog 
article, or opinion piece (think Perez Hilton or TMZ, but less trashy), or any number of other 
kinds of texts.  This text must focus on some concept, idea, or lessons you focused on in the 
class.  You will pull from your Was, any materials we read/watched during the semester, and 
some outside and unique resources you and I discuss and agree upon (and, believe me, I 
am open to just about anything).  Remember that this assignment is called your Showcase 
Piece; in other words, you’re showcasing or showing off something you’ve learned.  This 

piece should be something you’re proud of and are prepared to share with the class, 
because you will present your Showcase Piece in class during week fifteen. 

3. A reflective letter in which you talk about the writing assignments you included in your 
portfolio.  The letter should be addressed to your instructor and include information like why 
you chose the essays you included in your portfolio, what process you went through to write 
and revise these essays, what you learned from writing these essays, what you want to 
convey in your Showcase Piece, etc. Think of this letter as an introduction to your portfolio.   

 
Participation (30% of final course grade):  

Keep up with the readings and show up to class every day prepared to learn. Complete 
homework and journal as assigned. Be ready for each class project having completed what’s 
required of you. Stay involved in all the class discussions. Participate in all group activities. 
Participate in all peer reviews. Be a force for good in the classroom. That’s all we are asking 
here.  Present your Showcase Piece and watch as your classmates present their Showcase 
Pieces.  
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TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 
 
You will need: 

 Camera (disposable kind will work, but you need to be able to work with the photos in digital 
format; there are cameras available for check-out in the library) 

 Flash drive or other means (dropbox.com account, for example) of storing digital versions of 
the essays and other written material you generate (always, always keep a backup of 
everything you turn in!) 

 Valid, working email address that you check often (everyday) 

 Regular internet access (additional readings available online) 

 Access to a computer with a word processing program and a printer (assignments must be 
typed and printed)  
 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION  
 

Almost all texts for this course exist exclusively online, so you must have Internet access to read 
and/or view these texts at the class web page: isiplessonplans.blogspot.com 
In addition, you must be sure to check both the Lesson Plan and Notes tab each time you log on 
to ensure you are aware of any updates. 

 
COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 
 
Interaction with Instructor Statement: 

Please contact me with any questions you may have.  My communication preference is e-mail, 
and my address is:  jisip@leo.tamu-commerce.edu.  Also, each instructor in the department of 
literature and languages is required to keep at least three office hours per course per week – 
you may request an appointment if my office hours do not fit your schedule.  
  

Grievance Procedure:   
If you have concerns about the class or about me as an instructor, please speak to me about 
those concerns.  If you are not satisfied with the outcome of our conversation, the next person in 
the chain of command is the Director of the Writing Program, Dr. Tabetha Adkins.  Her e-mail 
address is Tabetha_Adkins@tamu-commerce.edu.  
 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 
 
Course Specific Procedures: 
 
Writing Center 

In order to get full points for participation in this course, each of you is required to visit the 
Writing Center at least ONCE during the semester. 
The Writing Center offers writers free, one-on-one assistance. We welcome all writers, majors, 
and disciplines—undergraduate and graduate students alike. In fact, we work from the premise 
that all writers, no matter their ability level, benefit from the feedback of knowledgeable readers. 
The Writing Center staff is trained to provide writers with just this service. In short, we are here 
to help you help yourself.  
In order to ensure the most effective session possible, we offer visitors the following 
suggestions: (1) Get started on your writing project early, and visit the Writing Center at least 
one day before your final draft is due. You will need time to work with the ideas and suggestions 

mailto:jisip@leo.tamu-commerce.edu
mailto:Tabetha_Adkins@tamu-commerce.edu
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generated in your tutorial sessions. (2) Bring a written copy of your assignment, any relevant 
readings, and one or two specific questions or concerns you would like to discuss with us.  

 
The Writing Center is located in the Hall of Languages, Room 103 (903-886-5280) and online: 
http://web.tamu-
commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCente
r/ 

 
Attendance Policy 

 For classes that meet twice/week, students may miss up to four (4) times without penalty.  
After the fifth absence, the student’s final grade will drop by one letter.  After the seventh 
absence, the student cannot pass the course. 

 For classes that meet three times/ week, students may miss up to six (6) times without 
penalty.  After the seventh absence, the student’s final grade will drop by one letter.  After 
the ninth absence, the student cannot pass the course. 

 There is no such thing as “partial attendance”—students are either present for the entire 
course or they are absent.   

 Excessive tardiness will be penalized as an absence (more than once is excessive). 

 The university has no policy for “excused absences” except for university sanctioned events, 
so please save your absences for illness, court appearances, child care arrangements, and 
other situations when you must miss class.  

 
Academic Honesty 

The official departmental policy: “Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do 
not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonestly. Instructors uphold and support 
the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise. Penalties for 
students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and 
expulsion. (Texas A&amp;M University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b [1,2,3]) 
If you ever have any questions about a particular use of a source, always ask your instructor. 
They want you to avoid plagiarism, too, so they will help you do so whenever and wherever they 
can. Do what you can to take advantage of this support—to look innocent in addition to being 
innocent when it comes to charges of plagiarism. 

 
Students guilty of academic dishonesty of plagiarism can expect to fail the assignment in 
question or the entire course depending on the nature of the incident.  

 
On University-Sanctioned Activities 

To accommodate students who participate in university-sanctioned activities, the First-Year 
Composition Program offers sections of this course at various times of the day and week. If you 
think that this course may conflict with a university-sanctioned activity in which you are involved-
-athletics, etc.--please see your instructor after class on the first day.  

 
University Specific Procedures: 
ADA Statement  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 
comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this 
legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 
provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an 
accommodation, please contact: 

 

http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/
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Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
Texas A&amp;M University-Commerce 
Gee Library 132 
Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148 
StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 
Student Disability Resources &amp; Services 
 
Student Conduct 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and 
acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  (See Code of Student 
Conduct from Student Guide Handbook). 

mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/studentLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/
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COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR* 
*Subject to Change with Notice 

 

 After the first week of class, all listed readings are to be completed by the Monday/Tuesday following the week they are listed under 
(that is, you have a week to complete each reading – in some cases, two weeks) 

 All listed journal entries are due by the last meeting day of the week (Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, depending on which section 

you are in
 

Week 1: Introductions and the Basics 
W (1/19) – In-Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (News video: CNN) 

- Warm-up Writing (“Failures” video) 
-  Read and discuss the syllabus and our goals for this class 
Homework:  
·  Read: “Not Doing It Right.” , “Material Cycle” and "If"  
·  Listen: "Memory Work"  

F (1/21) – In Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (If and "Cold War") 
-  Classes meeting on Friday will discuss "Material Cycle and Memory Work” on Friday only 
Homework:  

·  Will always be what is listed for W 
 
Week 2: Unneeded Things 

M (1/24) – In-Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“American History X” clip and “A Black American”) 
-  Discuss “Material Cycle” and what we do with the “unneeded things” we acquire  

-  Discuss WA1 
-  Questions and concerns about WA1 (Bring Four (4) Drafts to next class) 
W (1/26) – In Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (Yoda video) 
-  Group Discussion: What does literacy have to do with a bad/abusive relationship? 
-  Group Discussion: Peer Review of WA1 

-  Begin collecting/sharing images on literacy 
Homework:  
·  Write: Finish WA1 (Due on first class meeting next week) 

 F (1/28) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Deadline” video) 
-  Group Discussion: Peer Review of WA1  

 
Week 3: Who is a Writer? (WA1 Due on M/W) 
M (1/31) – In-Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“Who is a Writer” video) 
--  Discuss what we mean by “everyday literacy” 
W (2/2) – In Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“The Dumbest Generation”) 
-  How do we become “part of the conversation”? Is it necessary? 
-  Group Discussion: Creating the List of “Things You Need to Know” 

-  Discuss Writing Assignment Two (WA2) 
Homework:  
·  Read: David Foster Wallace “This is Water” (i.e. Kenyon Commencement Speech) 

 Read: Plato's “The Allegory of the Cave" 

F (2/4) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Good Will Hunting” clip) 

-  Group Discussion: Creating the List of “Things You Need to Know” 
 
Week 4: This is Water  

M (2/7) – In-Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Give Me Your Eyes”) 
-  Clock Activity (Literacies for Learning in Further Education) aka “LfLFE” 

-  Discuss David Foster Wallace’s “This is Water” and how to pay attention  
-  Group Discussion: Compare “clocks” with one another 
W (2/9) – In Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“Those Winter Sundays” and “Filling Station”) 
-  Group Discussion: The two poems and what they have to do with paying attention 
-  Group Discussion: Case Studies – comparing with your own findings 

-  Questions and concerns about WA2 (Bring Four (4) Drafts to next class) 
Homework:  
·  Watch: Randy Pausch’s “The Last Lecture” (you’ll need an hour and fifteen minutes) 

http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tjYoKCBYag
http://dmc.tamu-commerce.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/ncow&CISOPTR=98&CISOBOX=1&REC=18
http://www.ncow.org/docs/u_montana/material_cycle.pdf
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15241
http://daln.osu.edu/handle/2374.DALN/53
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15241
http://www.jmonae.com/video/cold-war-music-video/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlmQStK68rA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpdPTN4bmL0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcjnbIF1yAA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpWM0FNPZSs
http://www.ncow.org/browse/video/who/who_is_writer.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzNkW2eyR-I&feature=related
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122178211966454607.html
http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/allegory.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymsHLkB8u3s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5AkNqLuVgY
http://www.lancs.ac.uk/lflfe/Workshop%20Materials/workshopmaterials.htm
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/19217
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15215
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo&feature=channel_page
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·  Do: Continue photographing everyday literacy practices 
·  Write: Draft for WA2 (to include photos, clock, etc.) 

F (2/11) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Outdoors”) 
-  Group Discussion: Case Studies – comparing with your own findings 

   
Week 5: Unneeded Things – Revisited (WA2 Due M/W) 
M (2/14) – In-Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“Letter to Me”) 
-  Discuss Randy Pausch’s “The Last Lecture” and compare to “Material Cycle”  
-  Group Discussion: Peer Review of WA2 

W (2/16) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Secrets") 
-  In-Class Writing Assignment: Thoughts on “The Last Lecture” 

-  Group Discussion: Share your WA2 with classmates for more feedback 
Homework:  
·  Watch: Elizabeth Gilbert’s TED Talk “On Nurturing Creativity” 

·  Do: The American Civic Literacy Quiz 
·  Write: One page in journal on your thoughts on the video and one page on the quiz (two pages total) 

F (2/18) – In Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“Words of Wisdom”) 
 
Week 6: Midterm Conferences (2/21-25) 

-  Revisions of WA1 and/or WA2 Due on day of conference.  
-  Journal also due on day of conference. 
Homework:  
·  Read: Kathleen Blake Yancey's "Writing in the 21st Century" 
·  Read: Mike Rose’s “Colleges Need to Re-Mediate Remediation” 

 

Week 7: The Age of Composition 
M (2/28) – In-Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (Dr. Horrible ONE) 

-  Discuss “Writing in the 21st Century” 
W (3/2) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (Dr. Horrible TWO) (and THREE for MW class) 

-  Discuss “Colleges Need to Re-Mediate Remediation” 
-  Group Discussion: Generate lists of issues/characteristics central to discussions about writing in/for school; share lists with the 
class 

Homework:  
·  Watch: “I Hate Writing” Video 
·  Watch: “Being Labeled a Bad Writer Has Made Me a Better Instructor” Video 

·  Read: “Debunking Grammar Myths” 
·  Write: One page in journal on your thoughts on both videos and one page on the article (total of two pages)  

F (3/4) – In Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (Dr. Horrible THREE) 
-  Group Discussion: Generate lists of issues/characteristics central to discussions about writing in/for school; share lists with the 
class 

 
Week 8: Who’s Afraid of Academic Writing? 
M (3/7) – In-Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“The The Impotence of Proofreading”) 
-  Group Discussion: Share what you wrote in your journals (i.e. the videos, the article) 
-  Group Discussion: Collect images to represent the meaning/role of academic/school-based literacies (see Elements of Literacy, 

page 130). 

W (3/9) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Brilliant” and “Chris Rock") 
-  What makes a person smart? Is it all academic?  

-  Group Discussion: We are half way through the semester. Take a moment to discuss what you have learned so far – Do you feel 
“smarter”? Do you feel like a better writer? What were you hoping to learn and how does that compare to what you have learned so 
far? 

-  Discuss Writing Assignment Three (WA3) 
Homework:  
-  Read: Bacchus and Midas (scroll down the page to find it) and Orpheus and Eurydice 

-  Write: Draft of WA3 

F (3/11) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing ("Cultural Literacy") 

-  Group Discussion: We are half way through the semester. Take a moment to discuss what you have learned so far – Do you feel 
“smarter”? Do you feel like a better writer? What were you hoping to learn and how does that compare to what you have learned so 
far? 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrqF7yD10Bo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQ3bn7V0zdU&feature=channel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHm9MG9xw1o
http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/elizabeth_gilbert_on_genius.html
http://www.americancivicliteracy.org/resources/quiz.aspx
http://www.cnn.com/2005/US/Careers/08/26/career.lessons/
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Press/Yancey_final.pdf
http://chronicle.com/article/Colleges-Need-to-Re-Mediate/47527/
http://www.traileraddict.com/clip/dr-horribles-sing-along-blog/act-i
http://www.traileraddict.com/clip/dr-horribles-sing-along-blog/act-ii
http://www.traileraddict.com/clip/dr-horribles-sing-along-blog/act-iii
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NvIYAcUGJDU
http://daln.osu.edu/handle/2374.DALN/231
http://www.mentalfloss.com/blogs/archives/14636
http://www.traileraddict.com/clip/dr-horribles-sing-along-blog/act-iii
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OonDPGwAyfQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8Fkir1zqck&feature=channel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uj0mtxXEGE8
http://www.theoi.com/Text/OvidMetamorphoses11.html
http://www.theoi.com/Text/OvidMetamorphoses10.html#1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LadSZ-tB_A
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Week 9: Spring Break! (WA3 Due by Friday at Midnight) (3/14-18) 
Homework:  
·  Watch: “Waiting for Superman” (Here’s a preview “PBS Interview” and “NPR Interview”) 
·  Write: Write two pages in journal about what you agree with or disagree with in this film. 
·  Interview: friends/family/teachers beyond your classroom regarding their attitudes about literacy and intelligence (see interview 

questions in EL, page 47-48, activity #4) 

 
Week 10: How to Not Be a “Battered Writer” 

M (3/21) – In-Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Who Said ‘Johnny Can’t Write’?”) 
-  Discuss the movie compared to what you see in “Who Said ‘Johnny Can’t Write?”  

-  Group Discussion: Peer Review of WA3 
W (3/23) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing: J.K. Rowling "The Fringe Benefits of Failure" and “Why Do We Need a National Conversation on Writing?”  

-  Group Discussion: on "Why Do We Need..." and video 
-  Discuss Writing Assignment Four (WA4) 
Homework:  
·  Read: Mark Twain’s “Corn Pone Opinions”  
·  Read: Justin Pope’s “College Students Need Lessons in Failure” 

F (3/25) – In Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“Love the Way You Lie”) 
-  Group Discussion: share findings of interviews.  
 

Week 11: Failure is Good For Us (WA4 Due by M/W) 
M (3/28) – In-Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Alexander Hamilton”) 

-  Discuss “Corn Pone Opinions” and what pressure we experience in college, in life 
-  Questions and concerns about WA4 
W (3/30) – NO CLASS MEETING (Net Ole) 

Homework:  
·  Read: “The Prodigal Son” 
·  Read: Raymond Carver’s “A Small, Good Thing” 

F (4/1) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing ("No More Drama") 
-  Group Discussion: Peer review of WA4  

   
Week 12: “Showcase Piece” Week One – Portfolio 
M (4/4) – In-Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“Let It Be”) 
-  Discuss the “Prodigal Son” and the point of getting past failure(s) 
-  Group Discussion: Feedback on your portfolio pieces 

W (4/6) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Little Victories”) 
-  Discuss the story “A Small, Good Thing” and how we tell stories 

-  Some pointers on writing the reflective letters 
Homework:  
·  Watch: Martin Luther King, Jr. “I Have a Dream” 

·  Watch: Robert Kennedy Announcing the Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
·  Watch: Henry Rollins "Be cool" (sound isn't synced, sorry)   

F (4/8) – In Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“Ain’t I a Woman”) 
-  Some pointers on writing the reflective letters 
 
Week 13: “Showcase Piece” Week Two - Conferences (4/11-15) 

Conferences with Instructor regarding your portfolio project. Bring revised drafts of the three essays you will be including in your 
Showcase Piece, a draft of the reflective letter, and any additional information that will help your instructor understand what you will 
be developing for this project. It would be an excellent idea to bring in prototype of the project as well. That would enable your 

instructor to actually see what you are envisioning here as the final project.  
Homework:  
·   Read: “The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World” 

 Read: Jeff Albers' “Flu.Gov is Taking Action This Season" 

 
Week 14: “Showcase Piece” Week Three – Presenting the Piece 

M (4/18) – In-Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Speak with Conviction”) 
-  Discuss the importance of story in “The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World”  

-  Basics in Making a Presentation: Presence, Organization, and Diction 
W (4/20) – In Class Discussion 
-  Warm-up Writing (“Say (What You Need to Say)”) 

-  Groups: Practice Presentations of your Showcase Pieces 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2fwpkS1yIq0&feature=related
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=130212968
http://www.ncow.org/features/who_said_full.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/jk_rowling_the_fringe_benefits_of_failure.html
http://www.ncow.org/docs/we_believe_final.pdf
http://grammar.about.com/od/classicessays/a/cornponetwain.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2009-11-05-college-fail_N.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uelHwf8o7_U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNFf7nMIGnE&feature=player_embedded
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015:11-32
http://wings.buffalo.edu/AandL/english/courses/eng201d/asmallgoodthing.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=em328ua_Lo8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4bib4PBqGA&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ae_T-B1OA2M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZLvSnr6s50&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6mxL2cqxrA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1G_7HxuW03Q&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhvlAoUCVso&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vr_vKsk_h8
http://www.cardinalhayes.org/ourpages/auto/2006/8/22/1156300239992/The%20Handsomest%20Drowned%20Man%20in%20the%20World%20Text.pdf
read:%20David%20Foster%20Wallace%20%E2%80%9CThis%20is%20Water%E2%80%9D%20%28i.e.%20Kenyon%20Commencement%20Speech%29
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKyIw9fs8T4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQtGqmi2O2U&feature=related


Isip – Spring 2011/1301 Syllabus and Schedule 10 
 

Homework:  
·  Watch: Peter Elbow’s “On Writing” 

·  Write: One page about the video of Peter Elbow talking about writing – decades ago. What has changed? What could you still 

relate to? 
F (4/22) – In Class Discussion 

-  Warm-up Writing (“On Writing”) 
-  Basics in Making a Presentation: Presence, Organization, and Diction 
 

Week 15: Presentations 
M (4/25) – Presentations 
W (4/27) - Presentations  
Homework:  
Watch: “Les Miserables” (links to right)  
Write: Two pages about what the play has to do with overcoming the past (or not) 

F (4/29) – Presentations 
 
Week 16: MLA and Argumentation – Prep for 1302 

M (5/2) – Warm-up Writing (“I’m Moving On”) 
W/F (5/4) – Warm-up Writing (“O Me, O Life”) 
Complete course, evaluations, etc.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDUn1c4uxUE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDUn1c4uxUE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1bxlDAjGCo
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/20247

