
Isip – Spring 2012/1301 Syllabus and Schedule 1 
 

ENG 1301.003 (HL 201)/1301.008 (HL 201): College Reading & Writing 

COURSE SYLLABUS: Spring 2012 

 

Instructor: J.D. Isip 

Office Location: HL 126        

Office Hours: T 10:00-12:00, R 10:00-13:00 or by appointment                                       
Office Phone: (903) 468.8725    

Office Fax: (903) 886.5980 

University Email Address: jisip@leo.tamu-commerce.edu 

Class Web Page: eCollege on myLeo  

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

 

Textbooks and Supplementary Readings: 

 Textbook Required: Adkins. Guide to Writing at Texas A&M University-Commerce. Fountainhead, 2011. 

 Textbook Required: Wardle, Elizabeth and Doug Downs. Writing about Writing: A College Reader. Bedford/St. 

Martin’s, 2011 

 Regular internet access (additional readings available online) 

 Email: I will only communicate with you through the email address given to me through eCollege. You must 

have access to eCollege and check it at least three different days a week. 

 

Materials 

 Access to a computer with internet capability: all work will be collected in eCollege 

 College-Rule Composition Book (will be your journal for course) 

 Your final project in this class will be a creative project which may include some sort of artistic element 

(though it is not required). In general, you may want to make sure you plan to purchase what you need. 

 

Course Description: 
Our goals in this course are both simple and complex. On the simple side, you are here to grow as a writer, a reader, 

and a contributing member of the academic community, an “academic.” On the more complex side, we will try to 

understand what terms like rhetoric, composition, argument, literacy, ethnographic research, and discourse mean. 

We will place ourselves into the continuing conversations around these terms and around what is expected of college 

writers. 

Writing and reading are at the heart of this course and you will do a lot of both. Be prepared. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

Students who are successful in ENG 1301 will leave the course have fully developed: 

 an ability make a “claim” when discussing a topic (rather than restating data) 

 understanding of the diversity of rhetorical contexts and the need to recognize and negotiate these contexts 

 an understanding of process of writing, which may include multiple drafts 

 an awareness of audience in composition 

 an ability to read critically and offer informed analysis 

 

Attendance Policy 

 Students may miss up to four (4) times without penalty.  After the fifth absence, the student’s final grade will 

drop by one letter for each additional absence (i.e. if you otherwise have an A, 5 days absent = B, 6 days = C, 

etc.).  After the seventh absence, the student cannot pass the course. 

 There is no such thing as “partial attendance”—students are either present for the entire course or they are 

absent. This also means that you are ready for class; if you have not done the reading and, therefore, cannot 

participate in discussions, you will be marked as absent. 

 You must bring your textbook(s) to class each day. Students who do not bring textbook(s) will be asked to 
leave class and take an absence for the day. 

 The university has no policy for “excused absences” except for university sanctioned events, so please save your 

absences for illness, court appearances, child care arrangements, and other situations when you must miss class. 

Tragedies happen (deaths, car breakdowns, sick children, etc.)—my suggestion is that you save your “free 
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absences” for these instances. If you, however, use all of your absences up and a tragedy hits after you have used 

them, please remember this suggestion before asking me to grant you an additional “free day”—the answer will 

be a firm, “I am sorry, but no.” 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
The Writing Assignments/Formal Essays: 

 

WA1: What I Think So Far: Our first few readings all try to put the ideas we may have picked up in our early 

education into a new perspective. In general, this means trying to see your reading and writing processes differently 

than you saw them in high school. Choose three or four of our readings and respond to the ideas presented in these 

readings by comparing what the author is saying to your own ideas (even if those ideas boil down to “I never 

thought about this before”). This will be in MLA format and you will cite at least three of your readings. Be sure to 

use the template in Doc Sharing to get your formatting correct. This essay will be written in first person and will 

spring from your Reading Responses. Length: 4-5 pages (not including Works Cited Page). I do change my prompts 

every semester to discourage plagiarism or “recycling” papers from earlier attempts at 1301. 
 

WA2: Writing an Argument in a Scene: This will employ your understanding of how arguments work, in 

particular “bad arguments” or logical fallacies. Create a dialogue that puts forth an argument you have some ideas 

about – dating, relationships, televisions shows, movies, politics, etc. One character should represent your side while 

the other represents the opposition – the trick is for me not to know which is which. Since we will spend one class 

period on each, I expect to see good use of dialogue and description. You do not need to cite sources in your scene, 

but you should include a Works Cited page that directs me to three online sources you used to inform your argument 

(i.e. Wikipedia, CNN, NPR, etc.). Length 3-4 pages (not including Works Cited page). 

 

WA3: Annotated Bibliography/Rhetorical Précis: You will choose eight of the readings/media sources from the 

second half of the semester (after Week Eight) to include in this project. This is sort of an expanded version of a 
Reading Responses, but the setup is just a little different (I will send you all a template). Rather than simply stating 

what an article says, you will use “rhetorical précis” which gets right to the heart of what an article is about. Length 

4 pages (approximately two entries per page).  

 

WA4: Literacy Sponsors and Discourse Communities: You will create a web page (i.e. using Word Press, 

Blogger, etc.) where you will pretend you are a reporter who is observing a Discourse Community (see Swales 

requirements for this). You will define the literacy practices of the community, “report on” the different types of 

literacy sponsors who interact with this community, and record interviews with participants of this community. Your 

community can be just about anything you like that fits Swales’ definition: your family, Facebook, a sport team, and 

even a fictional community you can “research” (i.e. vampires, wizards, muppets, etc.). Have fun and be creative. 

You will present your web page to the class in a two minute presentation on the final week of the semester. 
 

This showcase piece takes effort and time, and especially planning and critical thinking about the definitions of 

literacy sponsors and discourse communities. Using web page builders or blogs can seem a little intimidating, but 

this is a common literacy practice and there’s no better time than your freshman year of university to get used to 

using these resources. I expect you to challenge yourselves and learn, on your own, to do what six and seven year 

olds are doing every day—welcome to 2012! Isn’t it exciting? 

 

GRADING 

Here’s a breakdown of how your grade will be calculated:  

 

WA1-WA4 (60% of final course grade):  

For WA1 and WA2, there is a rough draft due before the final draft – this totals six drafts, each worth 100 points. 
 

Showcase Piece (5% of final course grade):   

This is worth 50 points (this is based on the quality/design of your WA4) 

 

Reading Responses (20% of final course grade):  

You have five pre-populated Reading Response prompts, each worth 40 points for a final total of 200 points.  
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Attendance/Participation (15% of final course grade) 

 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION  

You must have Internet access to read and/or view these supplemental texts at the class web page: eCollege on 

myLeo 
 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

Interaction with Instructor Statement: 

Please contact me with any questions you may have.  My communication preference is e-mail, and my address is:  

jisip@leo.tamu-commerce.edu.  Also, each instructor in the department of literature and languages is required to 

keep at least five office hours per week – you may request an appointment if my office hours do not fit your 

schedule.  

  

Grievance Procedure:   

If you have concerns about the class or about me as an instructor, please speak to me about those concerns.  If you 

are not satisfied with the outcome of our conversation, the next person in the chain of command is the Director of 

the Writing Program, Dr. Tabetha Adkins.  Her e-mail address is Tabetha_Adkins@tamu-commerce.edu.  
 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

 

Course Specific Procedures: 

 

Writing Center 

The Writing Center offers writers free, one-on-one assistance. We welcome all writers, majors, and disciplines—

undergraduate and graduate students alike. In fact, we work from the premise that all writers, no matter their ability 

level, benefit from the feedback of knowledgeable readers. The Writing Center staff is trained to provide writers 

with just this service. In short, we are here to help you help yourself.  

 
In order to ensure the most effective session possible, we offer visitors the following suggestions: (1) Get started on 

your writing project early, and visit the Writing Center at least one day before your final draft is due. You will need 

time to work with the ideas and suggestions generated in your tutorial sessions. (2) Bring a written copy of your 

assignment, any relevant readings, and one or two specific questions or concerns you would like to discuss with us.  

 

The Writing Center is located in the Hall of Languages, Room 103 (903-886-5280) and online: 

http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/ 

 

Academic Honesty 

The official departmental policy: “Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate 

plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonestly. Instructors uphold and support the highest academic standards, 

and students are expected to do likewise. Penalties for students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary 
probation, suspension, and expulsion. (Texas A&M University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b [1,2,3]) 

If you ever have any questions about a particular use of a source, always ask your instructor. They want you to avoid 

plagiarism, too, so they will help you do so whenever and wherever they can. Do what you can to take advantage of 

this support—to look innocent in addition to being innocent when it comes to charges of plagiarism. 

 

Students guilty of academic dishonesty of plagiarism can expect to fail the assignment in question or the entire 

course depending on the nature of the incident.  

 

On University-Sanctioned Activities 

To accommodate students who participate in university-sanctioned activities, the First-Year Composition Program 

offers sections of this course at various times of the day and week. If you think that this course may conflict with a 
university-sanctioned activity in which you are involved--athletics, etc.--please see your instructor after class on the 

first day.  

 

University Specific Procedures: 

mailto:jisip@leo.tamu-commerce.edu
mailto:Tabetha_Adkins@tamu-commerce.edu
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/artsSciences/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/
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ADA Statement  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive 

civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this legislation requires that all students 

with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their 

disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: 
 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 

Student Disability Resources &amp; Services 

 

Student Conduct 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior 

conducive to a positive learning environment.  (See Code of Student Conduct from Student Guide Handbook). 
 

Cell Phones, iPods, and other devices 

I find electronic devices distracting and I find the use of them while I am lecturing personally offensive and rude. 

Refrain from using them in class. If one goes off by accident, I tend to be forgiving. If you ever text or answer a call 

while I am lecturing, you will be asked to leave my class and take an absence for the day. 

 

You may listen to music with one ear bud on while I am lecturing if you like. There are also times when you will be 

allowed to use your devices to do research in class.  

mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/studentLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/
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Lesson Plan in Detail – Subject to Change with Notice 
 

Date Goals Assignment and Readings 

Week 1 

 

Unit 1: What is 

Academic Writing? 

 

Part One: Plagiarism, 

Research, and the 

Conversation 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 By the end of the week you should have a 

good grasp on what plagiarism is and why it 

is so important that we begin our semester 

talking about it. 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 You should begin to see yourselves as 

scholars, "academics" - you are joining a 

conversation that has been going on for a 

long time... and one that will continue long 

after you move on. 

 

Reading Response One 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 Plagiarism (3-11) 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 Swales, "Create a Research Space (CARS) 

Model of Research Introductions" (6-8) 

 Greene, "The Role of Inquiry in Writing a 

Researched Argument" (9-21) 

 Kleine, "What Is It We Do When We Write 

Articles Like This One--And How Do We 

Get Students to Join Us?" (22-33) 

additional links (might be used as warm-ups) 

 Gabriel,  Plagiarism Lines Blur for Students 

in Digital Age  

 Video:  Using Wikipedia in Academic 

Research  

 Wikipedia:  On Using Wikipedia  

  The Burkean Parlor  

Week 2 

 

Unit 1: What is 

Academic Writing? 

 

Part Two: Discourse 

Communities 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 Though most of our readings for the week 

will come from Writing About Writing, I 

have assigned a "review" chapter in Writing 

at TAMU-C - most of this is just good 

information to keep in mind as the semester 

progresses. In particular, pay attention to the 

information about in-text citation. 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 This week we take on three pretty hefty 

articles; don't panic. We will cover these in 

class extensively. This week you will learn 

the term "discourse" (and "discourse 

community") and we'll talk about the 

differences between discourse and concepts 

you might be more familiar with like 

argument and opinion (both close cousins, 

but not exactly discourse). 

Reading Response Two 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 Revisions vs. Editing (67-83) pay particular 

attention to in-text citation 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 Swales, "The Concept of the Discourse 

Community" (466-80)  

 Porter, "Intertextuality and the Discourse 

Community" (86-100) 

 Kantz, "Helping Students Use Textual 

Sources Persuasively" (67-85) 

additional links (might be used as warm-ups) 

 Purdue OWL,   In-Text Citation Guide 

 Matt Rader,  Prezi for Discourse 

Community (you might consider using Prezi 

for your Showcase Piece later in the 

semester) 

Week 3 

 

Unit 1: What is 

Academic Writing? 

 

Part Three: Rhetoric and 

Rough Draft of WA1 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 This week we take in the broad field of 

"rhetoric" and relate it back to our writing. 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 We take a look at some very short essays to 

try to understand the rhetoric involved in 

each. 

from additional links and readings 

 In part, rhetoric is about an understanding 

outside of ourselves - an understanding of 

our audience. Our readings this week force 

us to think about the way we read, respond, 

and write. 

Sign up for Individual Conferences for Week Four 

 The will be no regular class meetings next 

week as we will be meeting for conferences. 

Please remember that missing your 

conference will count as absences for the 

entire week. 

 

Your rough draft of WA1 is due by midnight on 

Saturday this week. 

Rough Draft of WA1 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 Rhetoric (13-23) only these pages 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 Lamott, "Shitty First Drafts" (301-4) 

 Malcolm X, "Learning to Read" (353-61) 

 Alexie, "Superman and Me" (362-6) 

additional links (might be used as warm-ups) 

 Plato, The Allegory of the Cave (Illustrated)  

 Wallace,  This is Water   

 Audio of "This is Water":  Water Part 

One,  Water Part Two  

Week 4 

 

This week, you and I will have our first individual 

conferences of the semester. Meet me in my office at 
Final Draft of WA1 
WA1: What I Think So Far: Our first few readings all 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/02/education/02cheat.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/02/education/02cheat.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cql_yVUYj6A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cql_yVUYj6A
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Researching_with_Wikipedia
http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/2.1/features/brent/burke.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
http://prezi.com/amddli9akrgv/discourse-communities/
http://prezi.com/amddli9akrgv/discourse-communities/
http://faculty.washington.edu/smcohen/320/cave.htm
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122178211966454607.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5THXa_H_N8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5THXa_H_N8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSAzbSQqals&feature=related
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Unit 1: What is 

Academic Writing? 

 

Part Four: Individual 

Conferences and Final 

Draft of WA1 

 

the time you signed up for in Week Three. Please 

remember that missing our conference will count as 

missing all days of class this week. 

 

You should have at least two questions you would like 

to ask me about either your WA1 or the class in general. 

I will have looked at your rough draft and will most 

likely give you one or two pointers. 

 

You have no readings or other assignments due this 

week so that you may focus on cleaning up your final 

draft of WA1.  

 

Don't forget that the Writing Center is a valuable 

resource to you. If you plan on getting assistance on 

WA1, I would suggest making an appointment early in 

the week. 

 

Your final draft of WA1 is due by midnight on 

Saturday this week. 

try to put the ideas we may have picked up in our early 

education into a new perspective. In general, this means 

trying to see your reading and writing processes 

differently than you saw them in high school. Choose 

three or four of our readings and respond to the ideas 

presented in these readings by comparing what the 

author is saying to your own ideas (even if those ideas 

boil down to “I never thought about this before”). This 

will be in MLA format and you will cite at least three of 

your readings. Be sure to use the template in Doc 

Sharing to get your formatting correct. This essay will 

be written in first person and will spring from your 

Reading Responses. Length: 4-5 pages (not including 

Works Cited Page). 

Week 5 

 

Unit 2: What Makes 

Good Writing? 

 

Part One: The Inner 

Critic 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 You'll be skimming over a large portion of 

the end of the book that is basically a writing 

guide - something you might find in any 

grammar or usage book. Think about when 

you first came into contact with these 

"rules," how they make you feel, and 

whether or not you think they matter. 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 The essays for this unit are going to be a bit 

more challenging, so we will be breaking 

down these concepts in class. Don't panic. 

For the next few weeks you will be thinking 

of your writing process and what has worked 

for you... and what hasn't. This week you 

should think about becoming the master of 

your writing (rather than letting your writing 

master you). 

Reading Response Three 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 Reviews for the Editing Process (90-

130) skim 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 Goodman, "Calming the Inner Critic and 

Getting to Work" (308-10)  

 Williams, "The Phenomenology of Error" 

(37-55) 

 Hyland, "Social Interactions in Academic 

Writing" (700-705) 

additional links (might be used as warm-ups) 

 Video: Failures  

 Video:  Do or Do Not  

 Richard Rodriguez,  Strange Tools  

Week 6 

 

Unit 2: What Makes 

Good Writing? 

 

Part Two: The Writer's 

Voice 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 This week you use textual analysis 

of other writers' works to figure out their 

"voice" and, in so doing, find ways to create 

your own distinctive writing voice - or 

further hone the one you've already 

developed. 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 The essays you'll be reading this week are much 

easier to grasp than the sort of dense essays 

we looked at last week. But don't be fooled. 

These are big concepts. Really push yourself 

to think about what these writers 

are really saying. 

Reading Response Four 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 Textual Analysis (45-65) - we will cover this in 

class at length 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 King, "What Writing Is" (305-7)  

 Murray, "All Writing is Autobiography" (56-

66) 

 Haruf, "To See Your Story Clearly..." (311-14) 

additional links (might be used as warm-ups) 

 Steven Johnson,  RSA Animate "Where Do 

Good Ideas Come From?"  

 Martin Luther King, Jr.,  Letter from 

Birmingham Jail  

Week 7 

 

Unit 2: What Makes 

Good Writing? 

 

Part Three: Rough Draft 

of WA2 and Peer Review 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 Believe it or not, we made it through one 

book! Be sure to keep it handy though - 

there's lots of useful information which you 

may find useful with your remaining writing 

assignments. 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 Preparing for our Peer Review workshops 

next week, we take a deeper look at ideas 

about revision. 

from additional links and readings 

 For fun, we'll also take a look at some types 

 Rough Draft of WA2 

from Writing at TAMU-C 

 None 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 Sontag, "Directions..." (315-18)  

 Dawkins, "Teaching Punctuation as a 

Rhetorical Tool" (139-55) skim 

 Tomlinson, "Metaphors for Revision" (251-

270) 

additional links (might be used as warm-ups) 

 Logical Fallacies Handout  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tjYoKCBYag
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcjnbIF1yAA
http://teachers.sduhsd.k12.ca.us/lcaston/documents/StrangeTools.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NugRZGDbPFU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NugRZGDbPFU
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/documents/Letter_Birmingham_Jail.pdf
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/documents/Letter_Birmingham_Jail.pdf
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/resources/handouts-demos/writing-the-paper/fallacies
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of bad arguments to be aware of (and try to 

avoid), including logical fallacies. 

Sign up for Peer Review Groups for Week Eight 

 You'll want to make sure you get contact 

information from your group (i.e. email, cell 

phone, Facebook, etc.) 

 

Your rough draft of WA2 is due by midnight on 

Saturday this week. 

 Richard Wilbur,  The Writer  

Week 8 

 

Unit 2: What Makes 

Good Writing? 

 

Part Four: Final Draft 

of WA2 and Peer Review 

Meet with your Peer Review Group this week. You may 

meet during class hours or at some other agreed upon 

time. I will be available during office hours this week if 

you have questions about WA2. I suggest finding a 

place where you all will be comfortable and will enjoy 

reading one another's work like the Bistro in the library 

or some place off campus entirely. It's up to you. 

 Remember: There are no regular class 

meetings this week.  

 

Your final draft of WA2 is due by midnight on 

Saturday this week. 

Final Draft of WA2 
WA2: Writing an Argument in a Scene: This will 

employ your understanding of how arguments work, in 

particular “bad arguments” or logical fallacies. Create a 

dialogue that puts forth an argument you have some 

ideas about – dating, relationships, televisions shows, 

movies, politics, etc. One character should represent 

your side while the other represents the opposition – the 

trick is for me not to know which is which. Since we 

will spend one class period on each, I expect to see good 

use of dialogue and description. You do not need to cite 

sources in your scene, but you should include a Works 

Cited page that directs me to three online sources you 

used to inform your argument (i.e. Wikipedia, CNN, 

NPR, etc.). Length 3-4 pages (not including Works 

Cited page). 

 

Week 9 
Spring Break! 

Enjoy your vacation. 
 

Week 10 

 

Unit 3: Writing 

Processes... 

or The Process? 

 

Part One: Brick Walls 

and Writing 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 We will be moving very quickly to our last 

two essays (there is one every other week 

and there are no more rough drafts, only 

final drafts). This week we continue thinking 

about the revision process, but we also think 

about barriers that keep us from writing at 

our full potential. 

Sign up for individual conferences for Week Eleven. 

Reading Response Five 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 Perl, "The Composing Process of Unskilled 

College Writers" (191-215)  

 Berenkotter, "The Planning Strategies of a 

Published Writer" (216-35) skim 

 Rose, "A Cognitivist Analysis of Writer's 

Block" (236-50) skim 

additional links (might be used as warm-ups) 

 Randy Pausch,  The Last Lecture  

Week 11 

 

Unit 3: Writing 

Processes... 

or The Process? 

 

Part Two: Individual 

Conferences and Final 

Draft of WA3 

 

This week, you and I will have our last individual 

conferences of the semester. Meet me in my office at 

the time you signed up for in Week Ten. Please 

remember that missing our conference will count as 

missing all days of class this week. 

You should have at least two questions you would like 

to ask me about either your WA3, WA4 or your 

Showcase Piece.  

You have no readings or other assignments due this 

week so that you may focus on writing up WA3. 

Don't forget that the Writing Center is a valuable 

resource to you. If you plan on getting assistance on 

WA3, I would suggest making an appointment early in 

the week. 

Your final draft of WA3 is due by midnight on 

Saturday this week. 

Final Draft of WA3 

WA3: Annotated Bibliography/Rhetorical Précis: 
You will choose eight of the readings/media sources 

from the second half of the semester (after Week Eight) 

to include in this project. This is sort of an expanded 

version of a Reading Responses, but the setup is just a 

little different (I will send you all a template). Rather 

than simply stating what an article says, you will use 

“rhetorical précis” which gets right to the heart of what 

an article is about. Length 4 pages (approximately two 

entries per page).  

 

Week 12 

 

Unit 4: Literacy  

 

Part One: Literacy 

Sponsors 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 We take a look at the incredibly fascinating 

concept of "literacy" and, more specifically, 

the term "literacy sponsors" (coined by 

Deborah Brandt) which will be the subject of 

your final WA\ 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 Brandt, "Sponsors of Literacy" (331-52)  

 Devos, et.al., "The Future of Literacy" (395-

421) skim 

 Baron, "The Strategies of Literacy 

Technologies" (422-41) skim 

 Keller, "Studies Explore Whether the 

Internet Makes Students Better Writers" 

(595-601) 

Week 13 

 

You will be drafting your WA4 during class this week.  

 
Final Draft of WA4 

WA4: Literacy Sponsors and Discourse 

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15487
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo&feature=channel_page
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Unit 4: Literacy 

 

Part Two: Final Draft of 

WA4 

You have no readings or other assignments due this 

week so that you may focus on writing up WA4. 

 

Don't forget that the Writing Center is a valuable 

resource to you. If you plan on getting assistance on 

WA4, I would suggest making an appointment early in 

the week. 

Your final draft of WA4 is due by midnight on 

Saturday this week. 

Communities: You will create a web page (i.e. using 

Word Press, Blogger, etc.) where you will pretend you 

are a reporter who is observing a Discourse Community 

(see Swales requirements for this). You will define the 

literacy practices of the community, “report on” the 

different types of literacy sponsors who interact with 

this community, and record interviews with participants 

of this community. Your community can be just about 

anything you like that fits Swales’ definition: your 

family, Facebook, a sport team, and even a fictional 

community you can “research” (i.e. vampires, wizards, 

muppets, etc.). Have fun and be creative. You will 

present your web page to the class in a two minute 

presentation on the final week of the semester. 
 

Week 14 

 

Unit 5: Introduction to 

Concepts of ENG 1302 

 

Part One: Ethnography 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class) 

 The last two weeks of class will be mostly 

about your Showcase Pieces, but I have 

included some readings that will give you a 

taste of what to expect in the next portion of 

first-year writing, ENG 1302.  

 I also want to remind you that the Celebration 

of Student Writing is next week. You are not 

required to attend, but I would strongly 

encourage you to check it out. This is the 

final project presentation for ENG 1302. 

from Writing About Writing (much of this will be 

covered in class...briefly) 

 Wardle, "Identity, Authority, and Learning to 

Write in New Workplaces" (520-37) skim  

 Mirabelli, "The Language and Literacy of 

Food Service Workers" (538-56) skim 

 Branick, "Coaches Can Read, Too..." (557-

77) 

additional links (might be used as warm-ups) 

 Wesch, The Visions of Students Today  

Week 15  

 

Showcase Piece 

Presentations 

You've had two weeks to work on this... I'm 

expecting amazing. 

Letter to the Professor 
Your final assignment is not graded, but I want you to 

take it seriously. I want your feedback. Take this 

opportunity to tell me what I can do to make this class a 

better experience for future students. 

Sure, let me know what you particularly enjoyed, but 

also take the time to read this experience critically - the 

freshmen coming in after you will thank you. 

 

Attend Celebration of Student Writing 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_XNG3Mndww&feature=relmfu

