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ENG 2326.001 (HL 304) US-Introduction to Literature 

CLASS MEETING: MWF 10:00-10:50am  

TERM: Fall 2013 

 

Instructor: J.D. Isip 

Office Location: HL 126        

Office Hours: MWF 9-10am and by 

appointment                                    

Office Phone: (903) 468.8725    

Office Fax: (903) 886.5980 

University Email Address: Jomar.Isip@tamuc.edu 

Class Web Page: eCollege on myLeo  

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Required Texts 

Most of our shorter texts (poems, short stories) will come from online sources which are linked 

in eCollege or from PDF versions I have uploaded for you. The links have also been included in 

the Lesson Plan for your convenience should you have difficulty logging in at any time. Try to 

download all of the PDFs at the start of the term so you do not run into problems later on. The 

Book of Lost Things is available in audio book form which is perfectly fine for this course. 

- Mark Millar, Superman: Red Son (DC Comics 2004) 

- John Connolly, The Book of Lost Things (Hodder and Stoughton 2006) 

- Alan Moore, V for Vendetta (Vertigo Edition 2008) 

- Suzan-Lori Parks, Topdog/Underdog (Theater Communications Group 2002) 

- Terrence McNally, Corpus Christi (Grove Press 1999) 

Recommended Texts 

Though I have provided links in the syllabus and in eCollege to these texts, you may want to 

have a print version for ease of reading. There are many free tablet and audio versions of these 

works. 

- Voltaire, Candide 

- William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night 

A Note About Content: 

In this class we are dealing with literature from various cultures and contexts; the scope is meant 

to provide a sense of the diversity available in what we call literature. Materials are chosen for 

their artistic quality, their relevance to the course, and their ability to convey ideas through 

words. Our readings are not intended to degrade or promote any particular world view. Texts 

will engage with controversial issues because these are the issues good writers write about. All 

students are expected to be able to deal with adult issues and themes since this is a course 

designed for adults. However, should anyone have a request or simply want to voice a concern, 

you may do so by email or coming to see me during my office hours. 

Materials 

 Flash drive or Dropbox account (i.e. “my computer crashed” or other nonsense does not go 

over well with me) 

 College-Rule Composition Book (will be your journal for course) 
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Course Description: An Introduction to Literature 

What I mean by “introducing you to literature” is really introducing you to the “vocabulary of 

literary discourse,” which is to say that the main goal of this course is not so much to tell you 

what literature is (for instance, we will not be reading them, but there are many very well written 

blogs, news articles, and letters that may all be considered literature), but I aim to give you ways 

to talk about literature. Since we must have something to talk about, that is where our selected 

texts come in. 

 

This semester you will read a range of literature that spans the ancient and canonical as well as 

the more contemporary and even experimental. The only parameter I have for literature in this 

class is that it should tell a story. I’ve selected texts that, I hope, demonstrate the ability of 

literature to not only “tell a story” as we so often believe is its main purpose, but texts that also 

suggest the social and political impact literature might have on a given time or place. Because I 

am a pragmatist, I have also selected texts that I hope you simply find joy in—and not just 

“happy” joy, but the joy we feel when we are challenged, when we are angered, and when we are 

made to think—that tremendous joy that comes from growing intellectually. It is true, the 

literature cannot bless you with “intellectual growth” or even simple “understanding” on its own, 

but, as you begin to gain ways to talk about that literature, pick up words to bulk up your 

analytical lexicon, and acquire points of comparison by expanding your reading scope, you may 

find that you are “blessing yourself” with what literature can offer. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

Students who are successful in ENG 2326 will leave the course having fully developed: 

 an ability to recognize and discuss various genres of literature including fiction, poetry, 

drama, and graphic fiction 

 analytical skills associated with close-reading and evaluation (measured by a written 

midterm and final) 

 a broad lexicon of literary terms and theoretical lenses (introduced each class period and 

discussed in journal entries) 

 

Attendance Policy 

 Students may only miss SIX days of class without penalty. SEVEN or more days of missed 

class will result in a failing grade in the class. 

 There is no such thing as “partial attendance”—students are either present for the entire 

course or they are absent. This also means that you are ready for class; if you have not done 

the reading and, therefore, cannot participate in discussions, you will be marked as absent. 

 Excessive tardiness will be penalized as an absence (more than once is excessive). 

 The university has no policy for “excused absences” except for university sanctioned events, 

so please save your absences for illness, court appearances, child care arrangements, and other 

situations when you must miss class. Tragedies happen (deaths, car breakdowns, sick 

children, etc.)—my suggestion is that you save your “free absences” for these instances. If 

you, however, use all of your absences up and a tragedy hits after you have used them, please 

remember this suggestion before asking me to grant you an additional “free day”—the answer 

will be a firm, “I am sorry, but no.” 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Quizzes: Each day of class will begin with a quiz based either on the readings for the day or on 

the conversation from our previous class. This is how I take attendance. This means that I will 

subtract the lowest SIX scores from your overall grade. If you are missing SEVEN quizzes that 

means you have missed enough to fail the class. Come prepared for a quiz every day of class. 

 

Midterm:  Your midterm is a measure of what you have “absorbed” for the first half of the 

class. I am less concerned with your being able to recognize key passages as I am with your 

being able to discuss those passages at an elevated level. In other words, your midterm should 

demonstrate your ability to engage in meaningful conversations about literature rather than your 

parroting back what anyone else (even the author) has said. 

 

Final: Please try to see your final as a reassurance of your growth over the term rather than a 

nefarious trial made up by your professor to add to the pressure of your last week of classes. To 

this end, you can expect your subject to be broad. The question(s) for the final will be revealed 

the week prior to give you a chance to formulate your ideas. 

 

GRADING 

Here’s a breakdown of how your grade will be calculated:  

 

Midterm Exam (30% of final course grade): 

Will include only those works read up to the midpoint of the semester. 

 

Final Exam (30% of final course grade):  

Will consist of a short essay (4-6 pages) written in-class responding to a prompt question 

provided the week prior. 

 

Quizzes/Participation (40% of final course grade):  

Your participation in this class is vital. Please make every effort to make it to class (pay attention 

to my attendance policy). See my attendance/quiz policy above. 

 

A standard grading rubric applies to this course. I do not award plus (+) or minus (-) grades. 

100-90% = A 89-80% = B 79-70% = C 69-60% = D Below 60 = Fail 

 

EXTRA CREDIT (Can count for up to 5% of final course grade): 

I will periodically provide opportunities to earn extra credit in the course. This may be viewing a 

performance of one of our plays or doing a movie review of an adaptation. However, I reserve 

my prerogative to offer extra credit when and if I feel it is appropriate. In other words, though it 

is likely to be offered, it is not guaranteed. 

 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION  

This class is web-enhanced; many of our readings will be linked online. You must have Internet 

access to read and/or view the supplemental texts at the class web page: eCollege on myLeo 
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COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

 

Interaction with Instructor Statement: 

Please contact me with any questions you may have.  My communication preference is e-mail, 

and my address is:  Jomar.Isip@tamuc.edu (you may also email me directly from 

eCollege).  Also, each instructor in the department of literature and languages is required to keep 

at least five office hours per course per week—you may request an appointment if my office 

hours do not fit your schedule.  

  

Grievance Procedure:   

If you have concerns about the class or about me as an instructor, please speak to me about those 

concerns.  If you are not satisfied with the outcome of our conversation, the next person in the 

chain of command is the Department Head, Dr. Hunter Hayes.  His e-mail address is 

Hunter.Hayes@tamuc.edu.  

 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

 

Course Specific Procedures: 

 

Message from the Writing Center Director 

The Writing Center offers writers free, one-on-one assistance. We welcome all writers, majors, 

and disciplines—undergraduate and graduate students alike. In fact, we work from the premise 

that all writers, no matter their ability level, benefit from the feedback of knowledgeable readers. 

The Writing Center staff is trained to provide writers with just this service. In short, we are here 

to help you help yourself.  

 

In order to ensure the most effective session possible, we offer visitors the following 

suggestions: (1) Get started on your writing project early, and visit the Writing Center at least 

one day before your final draft is due. You will need time to work with the ideas and suggestions 

generated in your tutorial sessions. (2) Bring a written copy of your assignment, any relevant 

readings, and one or two specific questions or concerns you would like to discuss with us.  

 

The Writing Center is located in the Hall of Languages, Room 103 (903-886-5280) and online: 

http://web.tamu-

commerce.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/departments/literatureLanguag

es/writingCenter/default.aspx 

 

Message from the Department of Literature and Languages Regarding Academic Honesty 

The official departmental policy: “Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do 

not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonestly. Instructors uphold and support 

the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise. Penalties for students 

guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion. (Texas 

A&M University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b [1,2,3]). If you ever have any 

questions about a particular use of a source, always ask your instructor. They want you to avoid 

plagiarism, too, so they will help you do so whenever and wherever they can. Do what you can 

mailto:Jomar.Isip@tamuc.edu
mailto:Hunter.Hayes@tamuc.edu
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx
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to take advantage of this support—to look innocent in addition to being innocent when it comes 

to charges of plagiarism. 

 

Students guilty of academic dishonesty of plagiarism can expect to fail the assignment in 

question or the entire course depending on the nature of the incident.  

 

 

On University-Sanctioned Activities 

If you think that this course may conflict with a university-sanctioned activity in which you are 

involved--athletics, etc.--please see me after class on the first day. We can work out something if 

we are talking one or two missed days. However, if this class is in direct conflict with a daily 

activity (such as scheduled training periods), I would recommend finding another course. 

 

University Specific Procedures: 

 

Students with Disabilities 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this 

legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 

provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an 

accommodation, please contact:  

 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services  

Texas A&M University-Commerce  

Gee Library  

Room 132  

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835  

Fax (903) 468-8148  

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

 

Student Conduct 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  (See Code of Student Conduct from 

Student Guide Handbook). 

 

Cell Phones, iPods, and other devices 

I find electronic devices distracting and I find the use of them while I am lecturing personally 

offensive and rude. Refrain from using them in class. If one goes off by accident, I tend to be 

forgiving. If you use one while I am lecturing, you will write a 5 page essay on a subject of my 

choice which will be integrated into your grade. This is also how I reward your sleeping or 

laying your head down at any point during the class. There will be times during class when I 

allow you to use your devices; please wait for me to tell you when it is okay to have your phones 

and/or computers out. 

 

 

 

mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu
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LESSON PLAN 
 

Below you will find the tentative lesson plan for the term. It is, of course, subject to change with 

notice. Though I do not expect to alter course dramatically, you can be assured that any change 

will only be to make things easier for you (i.e. I will not be adding work at any point, but I may 

subtract if I think it is necessary). 

 

Date In-Class Reading/Discussion Homework 

Week 1 

Aug. 26, 

28, 30 

M: Intro to Course  

W: The Western Canon 

F: Discuss Ovid’s 

Metamorphoses (Book VIII & X) 

W: Ovid, The Metamorphoses – Book VIII 

and Book X 

http://ovid.lib.virginia.edu/trans/Ovhome.htm 

Week 2 

Sept. 4, 6 

M: NO CLASS (Labor Day) 

W: The Stories of Homer (The 

Iliad, The Odyssey) 

F: The Stories of The Bible 

W: Please read my Week 1 and Week 2 

lectures in eCollege 

Week 3 

Sept. 9, 11, 

13 

M: The Great Kings 

W: The Tragic Flaw (Hamartia) 

F: Quiz on Superman: Red Son  

This week you will read the comic 

Superman: Red Son and Topdog/Underdog. 

Both are very short reads and you will find 

several versions of the play on YouTube if 

you would like to get a sense of the staging. 

Week 4 

Sept. 16, 

18, 20 

M: Discuss Topdog/Underdog, 

“The Prodigal Son” 

W: Poetry of Alberto Rios/Race 

in Literature 

F: Poetry of Li Young Lee 

M: Topdog/Underdog 

Please have read up to the page indicated by 

the day indicated: 

The Book of Lost Things (Chapters 1-7) 

Week 5 

Sept. 23, 

25, 27 

M: Discuss Book of Lost Things 

W: Disney and Fairy Tales 

F: Quiz on The Book of Lost 

Things (Ch. 8-16) 

Please have read up to the page indicated by 

the day indicated: 

The Book of Lost Things (Chapters 8-16) 

Week 6 

Sept. 30, 

Oct. 2, 4 

M: Beauty and the Beast 

W: Library with Megan Beard 

F: Guest Lecturer: S.A. Miller 

Please have read up to the page indicated by 

the day indicated: 

The Book of Lost Things (Chapters 9-21)* 

*No quiz, but do keep up with the reading! 

Week 7 

Oct. 7, 9, 

11 

M: Guest Lecturer: S.A. Miller 

W: Midterm Review 

F: Midterm Exam 

This week we finish The Book of Lost Things 

(Chapters 22-33) and you will take your 

midterm exam on Friday. We will have a 

review on Wednesday (I would strongly 

suggest making it to both) 

Week 8 

Oct. 14, 

16, 18 

M: What is the “moral”? 

W: How do we define ourselves? 

F: What about tradition/family? 

M: Hughes, “Harlem” and Housman, “To an 

Athlete Dying Young” 

W: Brooks, “The Lovers of the Poor” 

F: Hayden, “Those Winter Sundays” and 

Levine, “You Can Have It” 

Week 9 
M: Hidden Beauty 

W: The Short Story 
M: Ginsberg, “Sunflower Sutra” 

http://ovid.lib.virginia.edu/trans/Ovhome.htm
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/175884
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/19373
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/19373
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15871
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/19217
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/179090
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/179382
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Oct. 21, 

23, 25 

F: What We Value W: Marquez, “A Very Old Man with 

Enormous Wings” 

F: Carver, “A Small, Good Thing” 

Comedy and Tragedy 

Week 10 

Oct. 28, 

30, 

Nov. 1 

M: Comedy 

W: Satire/Irony 

F: Tragedy 

Please have read up to the page indicated by 

the day indicated: 

M: Voltaire, Candide (Ch.1-6, p.1-15) (PDF) 

W: Voltaire, Candide (Ch. 7-12, p.16-31) 

(PDF) 

F: Voltaire, Candide (Ch. 13-18, p.32-52) 

(PDF) 

Week 11 

Nov. 4, 6, 8 

M: Character Analysis 

W: Final Discussion of Candide 

F: Guest Lecturer: R. Cantrell 

Please have read up to the page indicated by 

the day indicated: 

M: Voltaire, Candide (Ch.19-24, p.53-77) 

(PDF) 

W: Voltaire, Candide (Ch. 25-30, p.78-97) 

(PDF) 

F: V for Vendetta 

A Different Point of View 

Week 12 

Nov. 11, 

13, 15 

M: Guest Lecturer: R. Cantrell 

W: The Awesome Grey Poet 

F: Perspective 

M: V for Vendetta 

W: Whitman “The Sleepers” 

F: Twain, “Two Ways of Seeing a River”, 

Chang, “Duality” 

Week 13 

Nov. 18, 

20, 22 

M: Intro to the Bard 

W: Discuss Twelfth Night 

F: Discuss Twelfth Night 

M: Twelfth Night (Acts 1-2)  

W: Twelfth Night (Acts 3-4) 

F: Twelfth Night (Act 5) 

Revisiting Heroes 

Week 14 

Thanksgivi

ng Break 

NO CLASS: Enjoy your break! 

No homework, but I would strongly suggest 

getting started on our last play, Corpus 

Christi, and find a good chunk of time – 

maybe while doing chores, working out, etc. 

to really listen to all of Messiah. It is very 

popular at this time of year so you may even 

find a performance in a local school, arts 

center, or church; if you have the time, go see 

it performed. 

Week 15 

Dec. 2, 4, 6 

M: The Gospels, Messiah, and 

Corpus Christi 

W: Discuss Corpus Christi 

F: Jesus and Superman  

M: Watch/Listen to: Handel’s Messiah 

W: McNally, Corpus Christi (Part One, first 

30 pages) 

F: McNally, Corpus Christi (Part Two, til 

end) 

Week 16 

Dec. 9 

Final Exam (Meet in Language 

Lab on first floor of HoL) 

We will meet for the final. 

Monday, December 9th (10:30-12:30) 

 

http://salvoblue.homestead.com/wings.html
http://salvoblue.homestead.com/wings.html
http://www.scriptorpress.com/burningmanbooks/46_2006_carver.pdf
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/20729
http://grammar.about.com/od/60essays/a/twowaysessay.htm
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/19775

