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ENG 1302.001 (HL 208) US-Written Argument and Research 

CLASS MEETING: MTWR 9:00-10:50am  

TERM: Summer II 2013 (7/8-8/8/2013) 

 

Instructor: J.D. Isip 

Office Location: HL 126        

Office Hours: MTW 11-11:50am or by appointment                                        

Office Phone: (903) 468.8725    

Office Fax: (903) 886.5980 

University Email Address: Jomar.Isip@tamuc.edu 

Class Web Page: eCollege on myLeo  

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Required Texts 

- Adkins, Tabetha. Ethnographic Inquiries in Writing. Southlake: Fountainhead P, 2010. 

- Sunstein, Bonnie Stone and Elizabeth Chiseri-Strater. FieldWorking: Reading and Writing Research. Boston: Bedford/St.Martin’s P, 

2006. 

Required Materials 

 Flash drive or Dropbox account (i.e. “my computer crashed” or other nonsense does not go over well with me)  

 College-Rule Composition Book (will be your journal for course) 

 You will print approximately 50-60 pages in this class and turn it in. Prepare for this. “Printer issues” are not excusable reasons to turn 

in work late. 

 

Course Description:  

This course is all about conducting research. In the writing program at Texas A&M University-Commerce, we believe that students learn to do 

research best by conducting research products of their own design but with some focus and help of their instructors. Therefore, in this class you 

will conduct ethnographic research projects in which you will “go out into the field” in efforts to learn something about reading and writing in 

contexts or in its “natural habitat.” You will then become more informed about these findings by comparing what you’ve learned with scholarship 

conducted by professional researchers and conducting further “library research” to help you create a more informative research report. You’ll 

finish the semester by presenting your findings to the class in the final week. In other words, every piece of what we do for the next few weeks 

will build-up-to your final presentation and research essay. 

 

Because this is a summer course the work will feel much more intense than a Fall or Spring semester. We are squeezing 15 weeks of work into 

roughly four weeks. Taking a summer class can be a smart move to help you finish up required courses, but understand that this course is not 

designed to be “easier” because it is a summer course; quite the contrary—this course will be time consuming and require extra effort. You have 

been warned. That being said, I expect you will enjoy this course so long as you put in the effort and show up every day. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

Students who successfully complete ENG 1302 will have: 

 an understanding and ability to make use of primary and secondary sources within a focused, academic argument 

 an awareness of context and how audience and context affect a writer’s rhetorical choices 

 the rhetorical flexibility necessary to negotiate a variety of academic tasks (research, interviews, close reading) leading to a sustained 

argument that is convincing, informative, and well-researched 

 an awareness of context and how our own subject positions as writers might affect our findings—and how to work through potential 

biases toward more effective arguments 

 an ability to effectively report research findings in writing (via a well-researched and articulated essay) and in person (via a 

presentation at the end of the semester—Celebration Presentation) 

 

Attendance Policy 

 Students may only miss TWO days of class without penalty. THREE or more days of missed class will result in a failing grade in the class. 

This is a summer course—every day counts as about three days in a regular course. 

 There is no such thing as “partial attendance”—students are either present for the entire course or they are absent. This also means that you 

are ready for class; if you have not done the reading and, therefore, cannot participate in discussions, you will be marked as absent. 

 Excessive tardiness will be penalized as an absence (more than once is excessive). 

 The university has no policy for “excused absences” except for university sanctioned events, so please save your absences for  illness, court 

appearances, child care arrangements, and other situations when you must miss class. Tragedies happen (deaths, car breakdowns, sick 

children, etc.)—my suggestion is that you save your “free absences” for these instances. If you, however, use all of your absences up and a 

tragedy hits after you have used them, please remember this suggestion before asking me to grant you an additional “free day”—the answer 

will be a firm, “I am sorry, but no.” 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

WA1 – Research Proposal: Your subject area for research for this course is limited because we have so few weeks to conduct research over the 

summer. To this end, the community you research will be one you can access any time and any hour: an online community. The online 

community may be one of the following: 

 A Pinterest or Facebook “group” focused on a particular activity (i.e. cooking, crafting, making beer, making movies, travel, etc.) 

 An online “fan forum” focused on any sort of particular media (i.e. Game of Thrones, Star Wars, My Little Pony, type of music, etc.) 

 An online discussion community focused on politics, religion, social justice, ethnicity, representation, etc. 
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I want you to research a community you think you will enjoy finding out more about, but I also want you to be ever-conscious of your own 

prejudices and biases. Most importantly, choose your research area with respect knowing you will be sharing this with your classmates. Your 

research proposal will be a short two to three page essay which explains which online community you will focus on, what you hope to discover in 

your research, and why this is an appropriate site to research. In the interest of conducting ethical research, please let me know what your 

affiliation with your research site is (i.e. I am a gamer, I like to make crafts, etc.). Finally, in this same essay you should define what literacy 

means to you. 

 

WA2 – Code of Ethics: Using The Belmont Report as a frame work and the Codes of Ethics developed by professional organizations like The 

Modern Language Association, The American Anthropological Association, The Association of Internet Researchers, or The American Folklore 

Society, create a Code of Ethics you will follow in your own research. You may also find information in EIIW and FW to assist you with this 

project. Once you have created your Code of Ethics, you will also need to create an Informed Consent form that your research participants will 

read and sign. Remember that your research participants are the audience for this text, so you’ll want to create an informed consent sheet that 

makes sense to them but also follows the guidelines and expectations of your instructor. (4-6 pages including consent form). 

 

WA3 – Research Site Presentation:  Using Prezi or Power Point, you will create a presentation of no fewer than 10 slides which help to explain 

your online research site. You will present this slide show to the class. Each slide should have at least one image (absolutely NO CLIP ART – it is 

2013, clip art is a remnant of a bygone age). Each slide should also offer some wording to help the class understand context but should not be a 

copy of your notes. Nobody wants to see the back of your head as you read from your slide. You will also write at least two pages of notes which 

you will upload with your slides to eCollege after your presentation. 

 

Journal : Each day of class we will begin with a warm up writing using your journals. Though I may not have a chance to read every entry, I will 

periodically flip through your journals to make sure you are doing the required writing in class. These are informal meaning you can write 

whatever you like, so long as you are writing. If I flip through and you have no writing or very few entries, you will lose points. 

 

Quizzes: You will have periodic quizzes on assigned readings. 

 

Final Presentation: Your final research presentation should be no less than 7 minutes in length and should be engaging. You want to take the 

class on a journey into your research area. My primary rule here: Don’t bore us. 

 

Final Ethnographic Essay: Please use the student papers we read during the first week of class as models for your own essays. Since you should 

have already had ENG 1301, I expect well-written college-level papers. This essay should be in MLA format, should be no fewer than ten pages 

in length, and should list no fewer than five outside resources in the Works Cited. 

 

GRADING 

Here’s a breakdown of how your grade will be calculated:  

 

Participation (10%) - Journal (10%) - Quizzes (20%) - Writing Assignments 1-3 (30%) - Final Presentation (10%) - Final Essay (20%) 

 

A standard grading rubric applies to this course. I do not aware plus (+) or minus (-) grades. 

100-90% = A 89-80% = B 79-70% = C 69-60% = D Below 60 = Fail 

 

 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION  

This class is NOT web-enhanced though an earlier version of the syllabus listed it as such. Still, since your community will be online and your 

work must be typed, you must have computer/Internet access throughout the semester. There are computers available in both the Writing Center 

and the library as well as many of the dorms. In other words, “my computer/internet didn’t work” is not an excuse in this cla ss. 

 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

 

Interaction with Instructor Statement: 

Please contact me with any questions you may have.  My communication preference is e-mail, and my address is:  Jomar.Isip@tamuc.edu (you 

may also email me directly from eCollege).  Also, each instructor in the department of literature and languages is required to keep at least three 

office hours per course per week—you may request an appointment if my office hours do not fit your schedule.  

  

Grievance Procedure:   

If you have concerns about the class or about me as an instructor, please speak to me about those concerns.  If you are not satisfied with the 

outcome of our conversation, the next person in the chain of command is the Director of First Year Writing, Dr. Tabetha Adkins.  Her e-mail 

address is Tabetha.Adkins@tamuc.edu.  

 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

 

Course Specific Procedures: 

 

Message from the Writing Center Director 

The Writing Center offers writers free, one-on-one assistance. We welcome all writers, majors, and disciplines—undergraduate and graduate 

students alike. In fact, we work from the premise that all writers, no matter their ability level, benefit from the feedback of knowledgeable 

readers. The Writing Center staff is trained to provide writers with just this service. In short, we are here to help you help yourself.  

 

In order to ensure the most effective session possible, we offer visitors the following suggestions: (1) Get started on your writing project early, 

and visit the Writing Center at least one day before your final draft is due. You will need time to work with the ideas and suggestions generated in 

mailto:Jomar.Isip@tamuc.edu
mailto:Tabetha.Adkins@tamuc.edu
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your tutorial sessions. (2) Bring a written copy of your assignment, any relevant readings, and one or two specific questions or concerns you 

would like to discuss with us.  

 

The Writing Center is located in the Hall of Languages, Room 103 (903-886-5280) and online: 

http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx 

 

Message from the Department of Literature and Languages Regarding Academic Honesty 

The official departmental policy: “Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of 

academic dishonestly. Instructors uphold and support the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise. Penalties for 

students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion. (Texas A&M University-Commerce Code of 

Student Conduct 5.b [1,2,3]). If you ever have any questions about a particular use of a source, always ask your instructor. They want you to 

avoid plagiarism, too, so they will help you do so whenever and wherever they can. Do what you can to take advantage of this support—to look 

innocent in addition to being innocent when it comes to charges of plagiarism. 

 

Students guilty of academic dishonesty of plagiarism can expect to fail the assignment in question or the entire course depending on the nature of 

the incident.  

 

On University-Sanctioned Activities 

If you think that this course may conflict with a university-sanctioned activity in which you are involved—athletics, etc.—please see me after 

class on the first day. We can work out something if we are talking one or two missed days. However, if this class is in direct conflict with a daily 

activity (such as scheduled training periods), I would recommend finding another course or waiting until the fall or spring when more classes are 

available. 

 

University Specific Procedures: 

 

ADA Statement  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons 

with disabilities.  Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 

provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: 

 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

Student Disability Resources & Services  

 

Student Conduct 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning 

environment.  (See Code of Student Conduct from Student Guide Handbook). 

 

Cell Phones, iPods, and other devices 

I find electronic devices distracting and I find the use of them while I am lecturing personally offensive and rude. Refrain from using them in 

class. If one goes off by accident, I tend to be forgiving. If you use one while I am lecturing, you will write a 5 page essay on a subject of my 

choice which will be integrated into your grade. This is also how I reward your sleeping or laying your head down at any point during the 

class. There will be times during class when I allow you to use your devices; please wait for me to tell you when it is okay to have your phones 

and/or computers out. 

 

LESSON PLAN 

Below you will find the tentative lesson plan for the term. It is, of course, subject to change with notice. Though I do not expect to alter course 

dramatically, you can be assured that any change will only be to make things easier for you (i.e. I will not be adding work at any point, but I may 

subtract if I think it is necessary). 

 

Legend: EI – Ethnographic Inquiries in Writing / FW – FieldWorking 

 

Date In-Class Reading/Discussion Homework 

Week 1 

7/8 

Introduction and a review of “literacy.” We will try 

to get on the same page no matter who you had for 

English 1301. 

Buy your books. I am absolutely okay with you sharing books with 

classmates, but know that their absence is not an excuse for you. 

7/9 

Brainstorm ideas for research areas online. 

Parameters of the Research Proposal. 

EI – In class reading of pages 1-18 

This week we will read student essays written for this section so that 

you have a very clear idea of what is expected of you moving ahead. 

Each reading listed will be discussed the next day of class: 

EI – Jacobs, “May I Have Fries With My Texts” (252-264) 

7/10 

Discuss Jacob’s paper. Practice writing an 

introduction to your proposal. 

FW – Chapter 1 (1-8) 

EI – Springett, “The Cooper Review: A Connection to the People of 

the Town and the History of the Newspaper” (265-271) 

http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx
mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/studentLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/
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7/11 

Discuss Springett’s paper. Practice writing an 

outline to your proposal. 

FW – Chapter 1 (8-13) Horace Miner 

EI – Lawley, “A Small Town Feed Store, Big Time Literacy” (272-

273) 

WA1 – Research Proposal Due on Monday at start of class. 

Week 2 

7/15 

Discuss Lawley’s paper.  

In class reading and response to  Scudder’s “Look 

at Your Fish” FW – Chapter 2 (74-76) 

FW – Chapter 3 (111-118) 

7/16 Discuss Subjective/Fixed Positions EI – Chapter 2, Barton and Hamilton, “Literacy Practices” (19-32) 

7/17 

Review and Quiz on Barton and Hamilton 

Discuss Scribner  

EI – “Literacy in Three Metaphors” (33-53) 

EI – Chapter 3, The Belmont Report (117-139) 

7/18 

Review and Quiz on The Belmont Report 

Discuss Ethics and WA2 

FW – “Getting Permission” (119-124) 
WA2 – Code of Ethics Due on Monday at start of class 

Week 3 

7/22 

Parameters of the Research Site Presentation and 

further discussion of ethics 

 EI – Chapter 3, Newkirk, “Seduction and Betrayal in Qualitative 

Research” (140-157) 

7/23 
Review and Quiz on Newkirk 

Discuss the story aspect of research 
FW – Reading an Object and Walker’s “Everyday Use” (124-136) 

7/24 
Review and Quiz on Walker 

Discuss Cultural Artifacts 

FW – Personal Geography and Kincaid’s “On Seeing England for the 

First Time” (165-171)  

7/25 

Review and Quiz on Kincaid 

Discuss “The Grammar of Observation” 

FW (172-17) 

FW – Thomas’s “The Cemetery as Marketplace in Salem, 

Massachusetts” (179-185) 

WA3 – Research Site Presentation should be ready for 

presentation Monday. You will turn in your materials after you 

present. 

Week 4 

7/29 
Research Site Presentations 

This week I am assigning larger ethnographic essays for you to 

understand the type of work that comes from a longer, more focused 

research. Use these as models for your final project, but understand 

that your project will obviously be much smaller in scope and detail 

EI – Chapter 4, Williams, “Introduction” (170-184) 

7/30 Research Site Presentations EI – Chapter, 4, Williams, “Introduction” (184-198) 

7/31 Research Site Presentations EI – Chapter, 4, Mahiri, “Reading Rites and Sports” (198-218) 

8/1 Discuss Williams and Mahiri 
EI – Chapter, 4, Mahiri, “Reading Rites and Sports” (219-234) 

WA3 due Thursday at start of class. 

Week 5 

8/5 

Review and Quiz on Williams and Mahiri 

Parameters of Final Essay 
You should be ready to present your final research findings on 

Monday morning. 

Final Essay Due on the morning of 8/8. I will dismiss those who 

have turned in their work. Everyone else will write in class until 

the regular class hour is up. 

8/6 Final Presentations 

8/7 Final Presentations 

8/8 
We will only meet to ensure your presentations 

and essays are completed.  

 


