
Writing Assignment THREE: An Analysis of How Literacy is Distributed 

This final 5-6 page essay is meant to be a cumulative piece based on what we have read in the class all 

semester. Though I am asking you to cite sources, those sources are the sources we have read/watched 

in the class or as one of your homework assignments. What I want you to write about: 

 Where do our literacies and our literacy practices/tasks come from? (i.e. This is Water, Elizabeth 

Gilbert’s speech, the characters in “A Small, Good Thing,” etc.) 

 Who/what are our most powerful literacy sponsors? (i.e. The Last Lecture, “The Allegory of the 

Cave,” Mike Wesch’s video “The Machine is Changing Us,” etc.) 

 What can a person/community do to better control, better utilize, and even promote “literacy” 

(broadly conceived, not just reading and writing)?  

What I do not want: 

 Any long drawn out talk about “what happened” in any of the pieces you are citing. Just give 

enough information for context, but do not bore me with summary. I have already read/seen 

what you are writing about. 

 No phrases like “I believe” or “I think” – those are for your journal, not for your formal essay. 

 Any personal information about you. The first two essays were designed to get that out of your 

system. This essay is about your understanding of the main subject we have talked about all 

semester. I expect a paper that “sounds” academic and objective. Of course you will have an 

opinion, but that must be presented subtly so the audience believes it is their opinion. 

What I will be looking for: 

 Proper MLA format. No exceptions. If it is not formatted correctly, I will not read it. Go to MLA 

Formatting Page on Purdue Owl for help: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 Written in the third person (that is not “I think Plato is saying…” but is “Plato seems to be 

saying…” 

 Cite at least FOUR sources from the class, including anything on the class web page 

 Introduction, Thesis, Topic Sentences, Transitions, Conclusion, etc. Basic essay stuff 

This essay is due at or before your conference with me during Week 13 (which means you have about 

two weeks to write it). I will not accept this essay late. It is worth 200 points. 

You will receive feedback around Week 15 (or earlier). Your “final draft” will be the draft you turn in 

with your portfolio. I will send you your final grade for the class, the grade on your portfolio, and your 

final grade on WA3 during the week of finals.  

I would HIGHLY recommend you taking this prompt to the Writing Center if you are having problems 

getting started. You could use the extra points (10 per visit) and they can help you brainstorm and/or 

outline your ideas. They will not be familiar with what we have watched/read, so come prepared with a 

list of pieces you are thinking about citing. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

